


























Che 


Sinday School Gines- 


Copyright, 1916, by The Sunday Schooi Times Co. Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 





Published weekly by The Sunday Schgol 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., “Pa. 


Philadelphia, December 23, 1916 


Vol. Fifty-eight, No. 52 


$1.50 a year; in clubs, $1.00 
See page 783 





Lesson for January 7 in this Issue 


Notes on Open Letters: 


Bo Seas CRamee |. cicdcssvccccncceccpesccoccccdcccsanvece 774 
Was the Mecca Story True?..........sccseecesecceecees 974 
Is One’s Belief as to Christ’s Second Coming a 
ES fd ot coh dks ke tkashedeceshoiseanbeane 774 
A Word from the Editor on the New Year’s Lesson 
DID | cited sonics Pekdbae tesa borhedhon deb snp oeds cab earccce 774 
The Finds of a Soldier-Archeologist. By Professor 
Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D.............-.-+0+eeeee 775 
Lady Hope and the Infidel Shoemaker ................++:+ 776 
Why Did John Call Jesus “the Word”? By Professor 
Ai TF, Rabertattes, DD... EL.Diii ois ccccie ccc cscdscvsees 977 
a ee Pe eet Pe erry Crt ee eee eee ereT ye 778-782 
For Family Worship. By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp.... 782 
Mrs. Bryner and Mrs. Baldwin ............--0.eseeeeereers 782 
The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By Robert E. 
Speer .oeicrccccccccccccccccccscsessccpercerccccessscsscsens 783 
Children at Home ... 





Books Worth Noting ..... 


Lesson Calendar 


1. January 7.—Jesus the Life and Light of Men..John 1 : 1-18 
2. January 14.—John the Baptist and Jesus..... John 1: 19-34 
3. January 21.—First Discipleseof the Lord 


PUD: diiahn Fab Cvs ac0b ovsheksepabesnd bbbe de aee John 1 : 35-51 
q. January 28.—Reverence of Jesus for his Father’s 
MED cane kncbhchts contdes(onesonceaiveaeeesess John 2: 13-22 


s. February 4.—Jesus the Saviour of the World...John 3 : 1-21 
6. February 11.—Jesus and the Woman of 

DR OR Ape ie ore eerer 7 John 4: 1-29 
7. February 18.—Jesus Heals a Nobleman’s 

US Ae are RS ot ee mer ee ie re John 4: 43-54 

*8. February 25.—Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda..John 5: 1-15 
9. March 4.—Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand....John 6: 1-21 
10. March 11.—Jesus the Bread of Life.......... John 6: 22-40 
11. March 18.—Jesus Saves from Sin 

(Temperance Lesson)..........+- John 8 : 12, 28-37, 56-59 
12. March 25.—Review: Jesus the Way, the Truth 

Ond the Like .cccccccccccccccsveccccese Read John 14: 1-14 


New Year’s Eve 


By Ernest E. Blau 


USH, O my little tear-stained one: 
H Thou canst not drown their thunder with thy 
tears ; 
The guns are feeding still, though day is done 
And night will rivet soon the chain of years. 
Sleep, O my little tear-stained one : 
May the great God of Battles gently cease 
Thy baby-sobs for daddy. 
A-killing other fathers he has gone, 
That thou may’st eat thy bread and milk in peace— 
And some day fight for William or for George. 
Aye, soon thou’lt wax a laddie, 
And snatch a sword before it’s off the forge, 
And join the tramping dim, 
The endless tramp, tramp, tramp of army mobs, 
And start a-killing other fathers, too. 
Sleep, little one, and hush your sobs: 
As much as they‘have done it unto you, 
Lo, they have done it unto Him ! 


Hope for “‘Life Men” 


What are you looking forward to? The man 
who has to answer, “Nothing,” is in a bad way. Dr. 
Rockwell H. Potter, the well-known Hartford min- 
ister, tells in The Record of Christian Work of an 
experience he had when about to address five hun- 
dred men in the state’s prison. As he waited before 
speaking, while the choir was singing, the warden 
said to him, “Mr. Potter, you know we have our 
hardest times with the life men.” Yes?” said the 
minister. “Yes, we have to watch them. They will 
go mad, or they will take their own lives in madness, 
because,” he said, “you know, no man can live with- 
out hope.” And that is just where Christ makes men 
want to live. ° In Christ alone is the hope that never 
disappoints. -In Christ alone is life,—the life that 
thrills with power and hope. Best of all, even the 
“life man” sentenced to remain behind iron bars, can 





have this Life; and having it, he will be free while 
imprisoned, begotten again unto a living hope, unto 
an inheritance incorruptible, reserved in heaven for 


him. 
an 


“‘Undeliverable”’ f 


God would like to send many a message that he 
cannot. For people will not receive it. Sin is the 
barrier, and sin is a state of war against God. A few 
weeks after the outbreak of the European war, the 
Rev. Carey Bonner, British General Secretary of the 
World’s Sunday School Association, wrote from 
London to a Sunday-school worker in Austria, seek- 
ing information for The Sunday School Times’ de- 

rtment of World’s Sunday School News. Mr. 

onner’s letter came back to him, the envelope 
stamped “Undeliverable.” War was the reason. Has 
God ever spoken a message to us, and received from 
our rebellious hearts, whether we knew it or not, 
that answer “undeliverable”? 


e x 
Abandoning Self-Control 


Self is always too much for us. The man who 
prides himself on his self-control is being fooled by 
himself. He may be able to control this or that ex- 
pression of self; but that very pride that he has in 
his imaginary self-control is an expression of self! 
Yet self can be controlled. The first step is to give 


up trying to control it. A Christian who has learned 
the secret writes to a friend: “My greatest weak- 
ness is a very hot temper. When I was a child I 
was always being told that I must control my temper. 
Now I know that I must not even try to control my 
temper, but let God, who is able, do it all. And if I 
knew nothing else, the knowledge that ‘I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me’ would 
be enough. What a blessed experience I have had 
with Christ!” Christ, and Christ only, can control 
that ugly, sinful, uncontrollable self. And when 
Christ is permitted to undertake a thing, he does it 
in completeness. 
— 


A New Year’s Wish 


Most people need to do less and live more. Any 
one can who will. Even crowded workers, whose 
time is not their own, can ent r into this secret. An 
earnest Christian minister, writing to a friend early 
in January of 1916, said impulsively: “We're doing so 
many things, that sometimes I get terribly homesick 
for the One Thing Needful. nd that is the only 
New Year’s wish I want, for myself or any one, I 
wish it to you.” There is only one place where we 
can get the One Thing Needful. While Martha was 
“anxious and troubled about many things” and 
“cumbered about much serving,” Mary found it: at 
the feet of Jesus. For the One Thing Needful is— 
just Himself. He is waiting for us to let him in 
fully. What a New Year it is going to be to those 
whose life is all and only Christ! 


“ Especially William ” 


tage of the English-speaking peoples, the book 
of Common Prayer, reads, “We bless thy Holy 
Name for all thy servants, departed this life in thy 
faith and fear, especially ...” and here the minister 
is privileged to name aloud any for whose lives the 
congregation or any of its members wish to express 
their gratitude. 

An unknown auther has caught at the significance 
of that word especially, and frankly named a little 
biography which has passed into many editions 
“especially William.” It is the memoir of William 
(€ollins), Bishop of Gibraltar, whose saintly life and 
spiritual insight have added to the richness. of the 
Christian tradition. 

Such a use of the familiar phrase is bold and 
arresting. Indeed the boldest things are usually the 
very familiar things taken at their fullest worth and 
made the most of. The title gift is a great gift, and 
“Especially William” is something new in the way 
of titles, and makes one wish to know more of the 
person so described. But it speaks to us of a very 
desirable habit, which all of us might make more of 
than we do. In God’s providence our feeling of 
brotherhood has nearly always begun with some in- 
dividual whom we have dearly loved or admired. 

Dear old Sir Thomas Browne spoke of these per- 
sonal affections and said, “From hence methinks I 
do conceive how God loves man, what happiness 
there is in the love of God.” There is so much vague 
and sounding talk to-day about humanity and the 
masses that we feel it is almost unworthy to single 
out anybody in particular. There is danger that our 
conception of society will become vague and dilute. 
We can never feel quite at home with humanity in 
the mass, and all our days we need the personal touch 
and the inspiration of the individual life. 

No one ever held greater conceptions of mankind 
and their destiny than Paul, but he kept always before 
his mind some Epaphroditus or Titus or Clement or 
Timothy. His head was always full of persons, and 
he never got far away from concrete instances of the 
Christian life. It was always “especially some one,” 
and as we follow his grand flights into the realm of 
what Christians may become, we realize that he 
always kept a firm hold upon definite Christians 
whom he knew. 

Is it coming to pass with some of us that our 
prayers and our affections and our thoughts are 


Oe: of the beautiful prayers in that great heri- 


losing this power to say “especially”? The rush of 
business and all the mechanism of life too often blur, 
without our knowing it, the fine definiteness with 
which we used to distinguish and notice each of our 
friends and dear ones. 

There are few sadder chapters of this personal 
blindness than Carlyle’s preoccupation that made him 
fail to. discern until she was gone the wonder of his 
own wife. What a difference % would have made if 
in the midst of these “immensities and eternities and 
infinities” that he loved so much he could have 
stopped to remember “especially Jane Welsh Cariyle.” 
When there is a death our first thought is how much 
more we might have done for the one who has left 
us, and our next is of all the costly and beautiful 
things that were done for us which we took for 
granted. Knowing how easily the great relationships 
come to be taken for granted, a certain man said 
that, wanting his boy to know that he loved him, 
he took pains every day to tell him so. But too many 
of us hope that our trust and affection will be felt 
without our speaking. Browning could divine as 
much as anybody but he needed the help of the 
“especially,” and he said, “If you love me tell me 
so. 

Most of us are sadly in arrears in this matter. 
We thank God, no doubt, but our thanksgivings are 
getting too vague. We need to call names and say 
“Especially William.” The promulgation of the 
Gospel was at stake, but it was not so majestic a 
matter but that it could best be accomplished by 
Paul’s saying, “I thank my God upon every remem- 
brance of you, always in every supplication of mine 
on behalf of you all making my supplication with 
joy. 

There are busy men whose original motive for their 
business was that they might do something worthier 
for some one they love. It was especially some one. 
But now the means have become so engrossingly in- 
teresting that they have almost forgotten the end. 
Occasionally the suspicion has crossed their hearts 
that this is so, and they remind themselves of it. 
But they think that long before anything serious can 
really happen they will have taken the matter well in 
hand. They mean to do it, but many important things 
in life go undone, not because we forget them, but 
because we mean to do them better than we can at 
present. And so it is that some beautiful relation- 
ships are getting to be dimmer than they ought to 
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be. Yet in a single day we can give them their true 
place and distinction again. Before — many 
of us can say the word or do the deed that will give 
fresh distinction and beauty to some present and 
long-possessed personal treasure, and make it far 
) sega than some of the new things we are striving 
or. 

Single them out, and dwell upon theia, and call 
them by name. There must be few of us who do 
not have some actual William in our acquaintance 
who merits to be thus remembered. Thank God for 
your friends, especially William, or Andrew, or Au- 
gustus, or Henry, or Jack. Let these blanks that are 
left to be filled in with names glow with definite 
personal remembrances of those who have given us 
unbounded kindness and affection, especially Mary 
and Caroline and Henrietta and James and Albert. 
The history of our lives is after all not so much 
a series of undertakings accomplishet as it is a 
story of how God has given us one life after an- 
other to be to us an evidence of that great love of 
his from which all our affections have sprung. “If 
age ever gains any higher wisdom it is chiefly that 
it sits in a longer moneda of the dead, and sees the 
noble and saintly faces in further perspective and 
more various throng.” 

















No Second Chance 


In Notes on Open Letters you quote Dr. Scofield as 
holding that the so-called parable of “The rich man and 
Lazarus” (Luke 16: 19-31) is a statement of fact. That 
would seem to teach that death is the limit of pro- 
bation. So much is now said to the contrary that I 
would like to know your views on whether you think the 
Scriptures give positive teaching on this subject.—A 
Massachusetts Inquirer, 


The Scriptures are unequivocal in their teaching 
that there is no opportunity, after this life, for the 
accepting of Christ as Saviour. Whether the narra- 
tive of the rich man and Lazarus was a parable or a 
statement of what had actually occurred does not 
affect this question. From either interpretation, 
Christ plainly taught that after death there is no 
second chance. “Between us and you,” said Christ 
through the lips of Abraham to the lost rich man in 
torment, “there is a great gulf fixed, that they that 
would pass from hence to you may not be able, and 
that none. may cross over from thence to us” (Luke 
16: 26). Again, the Holy Spirit speaking through the 
writer of the Epistle to the Iebrews'declares: “It 
is appointed unto men once to die, and after death 
cometh judgment” (9:27). So the great apostle 
Paul pleaded: “We entreat also that ye receive not 
the grace of God in vain, (for he saith, 

At an acceptable time I hearkened unto thee, 

And in a day of salvation did I succor thee: 
behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation)” (2 Cor. 6:1, 2). 

f any one who reads these words has not ac- 
cepted Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour from the 
assured death penalty of his sins, God is pleading 
with him to do so now. 


x 
Was the Mecca Story True? 


You published in the Times of April 29, 1916, an illus- 
tration entitled “Losing or Finding Light.” The illus- 
tration states a fact about the pilgrims to Mecca. Is 
it a historical fact? If so, kindly explain when it came 
to pass and who wrote about it.—A Reader in Brazil. 


The illustration was as follows: 


I have set thee for a light to the Gentiles (Golden 
Text). The Epworth Herald has presented a ricture 
which is full of meaning. It shows pilgrims who at 
last, after years of hope and effort, have reached Mecca, 
and have gazed upon its holy places. Then, “lest the 
eyes which have seen the sacred city shotld profane 
that vision by looking on unhallowed scenes, the pil- 
grims kneel on white-hot bricks, the heat from which 
burns out all power of sight forever. Unto their latest 
day these blind pilgrims will bear testimony: ‘The last 
thing I saw on earth was the holy city. Since then I 
have not seen.”” How much better is the Gospel! 
“See Mecca, and henceforth be blind,” says the Muslem. 
“See Christ, and henceforth find larger and still larger 
vision,” says the Christian. To the one the vision is the 
end of things; to the other, it is the beginning. The 
pilgrim sees Mecca, and straightway it is night; the 
sinner sees Christ, and lo! it is daybreak.” 


This story ought toe be true, whether it is or not !— 
for it is too perfect an illustration to lose, of the 
contrast between Christianity and Mohammedanism. 
The Rev. Edwin E. Calverley, missionary from 
Arabia, recently in this country, was consulted as to 
the Brazilian reader’s question, and he said that he 
had never heard of such a custom. Then Dr. Charles 
R. Watson, one of the best of living authorities in 
the English-speaking world on Mohammedanism, and 
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President of the new Cairo Christian University, was 
asked about the story. He writes: 


I have absolutely no knowledge of any religious cus- 
tom or teaching in Mohammedanism that would sug- 
gest the illustration that you have submitted. Of 
course, fanatical enthusiasm may suggest to an indi- 
vidual pilgrim anything, just as in the case of Chris- 
tianity there were many cases of wilful self-crucifixion. 
If you think it worth while, you could write to Dr. 
Zwemer, and out of his wide knowledge it might be he 
could tell whether he had ever heard of such a case. 
I am almost confident that it must be extremely excep- 
tional, if it ever did take place. 


So the question has been referred to Dr. S. M. 
Zwemer, now in Egypt, for many years missionary at 
Bahrein, Arabia, and author of “The Moslem World,” 
“The Moslem Christ,” “Childhood in the Moslem 
World,” “Mohammed or Christ,” and “The Disin- 
tegration of Islam,” and he replies: 

I am sorry to say that there is only a grain of truth 
in the item you enclose. I believe there is the record 
of some Moslem saint who did blind himself after seeing 
the Kaaba; but it is totally untrue that pilgrims do so 
or that it is common. I have not been able to find the 


name ‘of the saint, but the story of such a fanatic is 
current. . 


The Kaaba, referred to by Dr. Zwemer, is “A 
cube-shaped, flat-roofed building in the center of the 
Great Mosque at Mecca: the most sacred shrine of 
the Mohammedans. In its southeast corner it con- 
tains the sacred black stone called hajar al aswud, 
said to have been originally a ruby which came down 
from heaven, but now blackened by the tears shed 
for sin by pilgrims. This stone is an irregular oval 
about seven inches in diameter, and is composed of 
about a dozen smaller stones of different shapes and 
sizes. It is the point toward which all Mohammedans 
face during their devotions. The Kaaba is opened 
to worshipers twice or three times a year, but only 
the faithful are permitted to approach it.” 

Let us hold on to the story, then, as now revised 
and corrected by Dr. Zwemer, and being careful rfot 
to speak of the incident as a pilgrim custom. But 
whatever may or may not have happened in Mecca, 
it is eternally true that when the sinner sees Christ, 
it is daybreak! And any other religion leaves the 
sinner in hopeless blindness. Wherefore “though we, 
or an angel from heaven, should preach unto you 
any gospel other than that which we preached unto 
you, let him be anathema” (Gal. 1: 8) 


ax 


Is One’s Belief as to Christ’s Second 
Coming a Vital Matter? 


I was reared in the belief that Christ fulfilled his 
promise of a return in the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the end of the Jewish state; that we are now living in 
the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am wondering if 
you think it is necessary for a Christian to believe the 
doctrine of the premillennial advent of Jesus Christ in 
order to be pleasing to the Master and efficient as a 
soul-winner. My pastor says it doesn’t matter which 
view we take so long as we accept the fundamental 
truths of the Gospel, such as repentance, faith, and a 
life of service. The high regard in which I hold the 
Times constrains me to ask you to make your position 
clear.—A California Christian. 


A right view of our Lord’s coming is certainly not 
essential to salvation, and it need not be essential to 
soul-winning, unless the Lord is giving light on the 
subject which he wants one to follow up. But to get 
the right view of any vital question is surely pleasing 
to our Lord, and it is undoubtedly true that to know 
the truth in this matter aids wonderfully in soul- 
winning. Practically all of the great evartgelists of 
past and present generations have held the pre- 
millennial view of our Lord’s coming. In the New 
Testament this Blessed Hope is continually urged as 
the incentive to the right sort of Christian service. 
A missionary in China writes to The Sunday School 
Times saying that in his station more than half of 
the missionaries have recently come into the truth 
of the Lord’s return, and that the effect upon the 
mission has been electric; they have turned from em- 
phasis upon social service and other such side issues, 
and have doubled their zeal for evangelism. 

Other reasons why every Christian should seek to 
know as fully as possible the Lord’s will and truth 
concerning His return are given in a pamphlet by 
Dr. James M. Gray, reprinting his article from The 





“Victory in Christ at Princeton Conference,” 
the report of the 1916 Conference (described 
on the Open Letter page in last week's issue), 
is now ready for mailing. The price of this 
book of 275 pages is 50 cents, which is less 
than actual cost. In ordering, add postage, 
which varies in different parts of the country; 
within 300 miles of Philadelphia, add 5 cents: 
between 300 and 1,500 miles, add 10 cents, 


and for longer distances, 12 cents. 
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Sunday School Times of February 6, 1915, “Studying 
the Second Coming for Yourself” (Bible Institute 
Colportage Association, 826 North La Salle Street, 
Chicago, at five cents each). An editorial from The 
Sunday School Times of June 24, 1916, pruaeogaas | the 
question “Is the Truth of Our Lord’s Return a - 
tical Matter for To-day?” has also been reprinted in 
leaflet form (The Sunday School Times Company, 
4 cents each, or 40 cents a dozen, postpaid). And the 
leading editorial in last. week’s issue of the Times 
ps ag vital reasons for having right views on the 
subject. 






A Word from the Editor on the 
New Year’s Lesson Articles 





School Times, in 1917, easier to use, and with 
sharper cutting edges, than ever before. 


In Dr. Griffith Thomas’ article for example, “The 
Lesson as a Whole,” notice how conveniently every- 
thing is before you. 

First—in “What are the Facts?”—you’ve a Bible 
Dictionary right at hand, giving you the historical 
setting of the lesson and telling you just what you 
need to know about persons, places, and dates. 

In every lesson you find yourself asking, from time 
to time, “What does this verse mean?” Your answer 
now is in Section II of Dr. Griffith Thomas’ article, 
where a verse-by-verse explanation of the puzzling 
points is given. 

Few writers can unfold the lesson’s deepest spirit- 
ual truths more richly; so in the same writer’s “The 
Heart of the Lesson” you'll find the treasures for 
your teaching. 

And, as heretofore, his illuminating Outline, at the 
close, is almost a whole lesson treatment in itself. 


The ‘former overlapping of lesson articles, result- 
ing in a certain waste of the readers’ time through 
repetition of material in the same issue, is now 
avoided by a simpler and more useful plan in the 
helps for the teachers of girls’ and boys’ classes, re- 
spectively. These will not now attempt to cover the 
lesson as a whole,—that is done by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas and Mr. Trumbull’s “Lesson Pilot.” But 
you will find just the teaching: points for girls and 
for boys that you need in addition to the general 
equipment that is given by the other articles. 

On the former plan Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 
covered the lesson more or less as a whole, for 
teachers of girls’ classes, with rare spiritual insight 
and fidelity to the Word. The new plan leaves this 
comprehensive treatment to Dr. Griffith Thomas, and 
the girls’ lesson article will be taken up by one who 
has for years specialized in work for girls and young 
women, Miss Bernice Frederick, a Y. W. C. A. Sec- 
retary at Kansas City, Mo., whose articles reporting 
the Billy Sunday campaign there are gratefully re- 
membered by many. 

What is the “girl stuff” and the “boy stuff” in this 
lesson? “My Class of Girls” and “Pucker’s Boy’s- 
Eye View” give the answer. 


Ys will find your lesson tools in The Sunday 


The article that has been furnished in description 
of the Underwood and Underwood stereographs of 
Bible lands, “Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” is now 
discontinued by that organization, but the unique les- 
son-help consisting of the pictures themselves—the 
stereographs—is still available for all who would 
take advantage of this eye-gate to vivid interest, as 
explained on page 78o. 


“The Lesson Cartoon” is a new every-week feature 
of the Times that cuts deep and quickly into inner- 
most truths. It is worth passing ’round in the class, 
every Sunday, at the right “psychological moment” of 
your teaching. 


Of course your other favorites or “stand-bys” are 
here,—the inimitable Coatesville Iron Master’s “Busy 
Men’s Corner”—there’s only one Ridgway; the cream 
skimmed from the hundreds of choice illustrations 
sent every week by the readers themselves for the 
“THustration Round Table”; the voice from Bible 
Lands in Dr. Mackie’s “Oriental Lesson Lights”; 
motherly Mrs. Bryner’s enriching Bible talks to the 
little ones, for “The Primary Teacher”; the business 
man’s direct pointed word “From the Platform,” by 
Mr. Howard; and the Piloting done by the Editor. 


Aren’t you sorry for your friends who haven’t got 
The Sunday School Times? 

You say you are? 

Well, will you prove it? Just tell them what The 
Sunday School Times means to, you, and see to it 
that they order the paper at once, so as to have the 
whole benefit of the wonderful six months’ lessons 
in the Gospel of John. 

If you will send us the names and addresses of all 
friends who ought to see this issue of the paper, 
we shall gladly send it to them, free, as long as the 
supply lasts. Address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 7 (John: : 1-18) 
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in the month’s archeological review 


And things other diggers have found, are discussed 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





f The Finds of a Soldier-Archeologist 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 








AR has many strange by-products. One of the « table workers of the world. Jdlers, whether rich or 


Wives unexpected and incongruous comes from 
the Dardanelles Campaign where the ruthless 
war chariot as it destroyed modern civilization has 
covered ancient civilization. 

The editors of the Quarterly Statement of the 
Palestine Exploration Fund give well-merited recog- 
nition to Pére Dhorme, of Jerusalem, so well known 
for his great work in Palestinian archeology, and re- 
cently serving as a French soldier at the Dardanelles, 
because of his prosecution of archeological research 
in the trenches at Gallipoli under fire from the 
Turkish guns. A large collection of Greek vases and 
“five splendid sarcophagi and some jewelry were dis- 
covered.” 

This incident serves to point out in a most emphatic 
and startling way that archeologists are accustomed 
to hardships and even dangers. It is little realized 
how much discomfort and ofttimes risk is endured 
by those who do the real work of Biblical research, 
ofttimes needed for no other immediate purpose than 
to lay some ghost raised by armchair men who sit 
in safety and comfort in | Bantcsanen and American 
studies and speculate about Scripture. 

Palestine Exploration Fund Quarterly Statement, July, 
1916, page 110. ve 


Our Lord’s Own Pulpit 


HE ruins of the great synagogue are to be seen 

to-day at Tell Hum, the site of ancient Caper- 
naum. It is only one, and it seems always to have 
been the only one. It is described by the evangelists 
as “the synagogue,” “their synagogue” and, in one 
instance, it is said of the centurion, “He hath built 
us a synagogue.” There must thus have been but one 
notable synagogue in Capernaum in Jesus’ day, and 
this was it. In every synagogue was a pulpit or 
reading desk from which the Scriptures for the day 
were read, and comments upon the passage read 
were made. Opposite the pulpit was the door of 
principal entrance, and over it was carved the manna 
pot. The lintel of the door with its manna pot is 
gone, but the pulpit platform still remains. From 
this very pulpit Jesus preached the sermon on the 
manna that came down from heaven, and had ‘the 
text directly in front of him in the manna pot carved 
over the door. 

One beautiful spring day I was shown about the 
ruins of this solemn, sacred spot by the German monk 
in charge of the excavations, and when the scene ‘of 
that day so long ago was fixed in my mind I went 
reverently and stood in our Lord’s own pulpit, so 
dedicated by his presence that far-away day. It was 
the most impressive place and most impressive mo- 
ment of my life, when I, a preacher of his Gospel, 
stood in ‘his place in our Lord’s own pulpit. And 
yet, why should that spot impress me more than 
another where I preach his Gospel? Is not every 
pulpit in which his Gospel is preached our Lord’s own 
pulpit? I wonder if it would check some of the 
extravagances of. present-day pulpiteers if they 
yore iy remembered they are in our Lord’s own 
pulpit. 


From-my Palestine notes of. 1912. 
% 
Fishers or Idlers? 


HEY were fishers” (Matt. 4:18). Most of the 

populations of the Western world. know little of 
fishing. as a, business. Those who livé around the 
North Sea understand this description of the dis- 
ciples better. To Americans generally fishing means 
recreation, or worse, mere trifling. . 

To understand this description of the disciples as 
“fishers” one must get the Galilean viewpoint. The 
Lake of Galilee was the most thriving center of in- 
dustry and commerce on the whole Palestinian coast- 
land, and the fisheries were its greatest enterprise. 
Practically all the people of the eleven cities round 
about the shore of the lake were directly or indi- 
rectly interested in the fishing business. Thus the 
term “fisher” was not an appellation of insignificance 
or abasement or trifling or depravity or, at the best, 
mere sport. It was an appellation of dignity and 
thrift. It conveyed the same impression we intend 
when we speak of the farmer, the manufacturer or 
the merchant. 

Thus Jesus chose, for his disciples, humble men, 
but not triflers. The -hing business is about the 
busiest business in the world. Jesus chose his first 
disciples from the ranks of those who in all lands 
and in all time have contributed nearly all the mem- 
hers of the ‘kingdom, from the busy, useful, respec- 


re- 


poor, have no place in the Kingdom. 
‘< 4 
Professor Sayce in America 


4 & = presence of Professor Sayce’in America since 
last summer has been a great pleasure to the 
host of friends that this distinguished scholar has 
on the Western continent, and I may presume upon 
the catholicity of the fraternal spirit of scholars to 
say that his presence is scarcely less a pleasure 
to those scholars who differ widely from him in the 
interpretation of the materials of Biblical archeology. 
There will be deep regret that he does not feel 
able to undertake a lecture tour in America. With 
what interest would he be received and heard after 
a half century of intense activity in the forefront of 
archeological discovery and discussion ! 

We of The Sunday School Times are especiall 
glad of the honor of personal fellowship now with 
one who has so often appeared among us through the 
medium of his pen. The conversation of such a man 
for an hour makes one half wish that the whole world 
were an ear that such things might not be lost. This 
expression of opinion from him will be especially in- 
teresting and valuable at this time: “Since the dis- 
covery of the Tell el-Amarna tablets there have been 
many great discoveries in Biblical archeology, every 
one of which has contributed toward the maintenance 
of the traditional view of the Bible; and most of 
which have been dead against the critical view.” 


vé 


Looking for Ezekiel’s River 


ROM the Pacific coast a correspondent asks—no 

wonder—concerning the correctness of the fol- 
lowing: “The son of Sirach, and also Tacitus, speak 
of a ‘Sea of waters’ that was under the temple. This 
sea was recently brought to light by Robinson and 
Barclay in ‘The City of the Great King,’ page 526. 
It is 536 feet in circuit; 43 feet in depth, and capable 
of holding two million gallons, The columns were 
once covered with metal, but are now bare, or plas- 
tered stone. The rain from the mosque Aksa and 
other buildings drained into it. No fountain has been 
discovered” (Brown’s Bible Dictionary, Article on 
Jerusalem). 

The correspondent adds: “However, in 1900, Miss 
Lyon, a native of Jerusalem, her father having been 
a missionary there for: fifty years, says a spring has 
started. Her testimony was from a Mohammedan 
woman, who said her people were keeping it secret, 
and damming it back, as they knew that the waters 
were prophesied in Ezekiel 47 for the fertilization of 
the lant! for the Jews, and so considered it a sign 
of the coming of the Lord’s kingdom, and of the 
consequent end of theirs. In 1908, Miss Lyon, now 
a missionary at Port Said, Egypt, visited Jerusalem, 
and so persistent had. the waters become that they 
were run into wells for the poor.” 

Here is a mixture of fact and tradition, probably 
true, with some of the absurd reports of fabulous 
things that are always floating around in Mohamme- 
dan and Christian circles in Jerusalem. “Oh wad 
some power the giftie gie us” of discerning the false 
and the. true among: such rumors. Cisterns great: and 
small are .very numerous in and ‘round about Jeru- 
salem. _The greatest of all is under the Haram area, 
i. ¢., thé great paved open place in connection with 
the mosque of Omar, and the mosque el-Aksa: There 
are also numerous small cisterns in: different~ parts 
of the area.. This great cistern ‘is. partly hewn*from 
the. solid- rock and partly enclosed by masonry. walls; 
and. has.a great and very hard cement bottom laid in 
part over what.was originally a ravine in the moun- 
tain at-this point. This great cis ern is 43 feet deep; 
and has a storage capacity of more than two million 
gallons.. As one walks about the area many openings 
may. be.seen in the pavement at low places toward 
which the rain water from the area and the build- 
ings around it naturally runs. Thus some. of. the 
cisterns are filled. But the main source of supply for 
the great cistern is an aqueduct from the Pools of 
Solomon, about ten miles to the south of Jerusalem, 
beyond Bethlehem. That there may have been orig- 
inally a spring near this cistern which fed it in part 
is not unlikely, but is not known to be a fact. 

Such rumors as are mentioned by this correspon- 
dent are usually worthless at Jerusalem: One with 
the hearing ear may get as many strange and start- 
ling stories as he wishes. And if one has some view 
which he wishes corroborated, something to the pur- 
pose is nearly always available; or, if not, the oblig- 





ing natives, both Mohammedan and Christian, will 
promptly invent something suitable. 

To sift out the few actual facts, for sometimes 
there are facts, from such a scrap-heap of fabulous 
gossip is one of the most difficult problems of the 
explorer. It is not impossible that a fountain may 
have showed itself at that place recently. Ezekiel’s 
prophecy will be fulfilled, it may now be fulfilling 
and the literalists may be right in their interpretation 
of it. But such rumors as this, resting upon the 
statement of a Mohammedan woman, and uncon- 
firmed by scientific research, are worthless notwith- 
standing. 

Consult for the latest discussion of this subject, 
the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, es- 
pecially articles on “Jerusalem” (by Masterman), 
and “Cisterns” (by Dickey). 


v8 
Were They Babylonian Police ? 


HE Habiri mentioned in the Tell el-Amarna tab- 

lets never cease to be interesting, because of the 
resemblance of the name to the name Hebrews. It is 
often confidently claimed that they were the Hebrews, 
and that the Tell el-Amarna tablets give an account 
of the invasion of Palestine under Joshua, notwith- 
standing the difficulties that beset that identification. 
The latest announcement concerning this difficult sub- 
ject of the Habiri which may throw much light upon 
it—may indeed finally clear it up entirely—is made 
by Pére Scheil in thé Revue d’Assyrialogie, and no- 
ticed in English by Joseph Offord. ‘ 

The discovery of Pére Scheil is of a tablet in 
cuneiform which records the procuring of uniforms 
for the officers of the Habiri at Larsa in Babylonia 
under King Rim-Sin, who lived some six centuries 
before the time of the writing of the Tell el-Amarna 
tablets. These Habiri were a kind of gendarmerie, 
or military police, of the Elamite and, later, Baby- 
lonian, kings, and seem to have been employed mainly 
in support of Babylonian influence and pretentions 
west of the Euphrates and in Syria. 

Pére Scheil’s argument is that these Habiri were, 
naturally enough, found supporting every movement 
in Palestine directed against the waning Egyptian 
power in what had formerly been a Babylonian 
Province, “the land of the Amorite”; and that it -is 
of such activity of these Babylonian Habiri in foment- 
ing rebellion against the Egyptian power in Pales- 
tine that the Tell el-Amarna tablets tell us. This 
is certainly a novel and wholly unexpected suggestion 
for the solution of the Habiri problem. Had any one 
anticipated the discovery by such a supposition it 
would have been universally scoffed at as absurd. 
Yet here it is, a fact. Is it correct, as an explana- 
tion? It certainly is plausible as an explanation, and 
seemingly satisfactory. also, if it can be proved to be 
the correct explanation. 

The one weakness apparent in the argument seems 
to be that six centuries is a long time in the history 
of a nation to project the use of a special name for 
a certain kind of guards, as “The Legion,” the “Old 
Guard,” “the Janizaries,” or, if this proposed ex- 
planation prove to be correct, the “Habiri.” It does 
not seem historically impossible, though none of these 
other names in the list have continued more than a 
small fraction of six centuries. Except for. this 
chronological difficulty, the proposed © explanation 
offered by this noted Babylonian scholar is more 
plausible. by far than. the other explanations that 
have been suggested. 

. Joseph. Offord, Palestine Exploration Fund Quarterly 
Statement, July, 1916, pages 140-141. 


ve 
Israel in the Inscriptions 


READER in Kansas asks that I give in these 

notes all the inscriptions that bear upon the rela- 
tions of Israel to the surrounding nations, and make 
clear those relations. 

To answer this question fully would require quota- 
tions that would make a very large volume and re- 
quire such wholesale appropriation of the work of 
others as would transcend the privileges of a re- 
viewer. I must ask this correspondent, and all others 
whose expectations have been aroused by the ques- 
tion, to be content, for the most part, with mere 
mention of the important inscriptions and some ref- 
erences to such publications as contain them in full. 

Israel’s “importance among the nations of the 
time” was fully discussed in articles in this depart- 
ment (issues of Nov. 20 and Nov. 27, 1915). 

A very large collection of the Babylonian and 
Assyrian. inscriptions which mention Israel; and ef 
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a‘still larger number which have a bearing upon the 
history ic Israel and her rela ‘ons to surrounding 
nations, will be found in the “Cuneiform Parallels 
to the Old Testament,” by Prof ssor R. W. Rogers 
(Method -t Book Concern, 150 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, $4.50). To this list must be added for com- 
pleteness a large additional number of inscriptions 
from tle Tell el-Amarna tablets bearing upon the 
political changes in Palestine which prepared the way 
for the history of Israel under Joshua (“Tell 
el-Amarna Tablets,” by Conder. A. P. Watt & Son, 
London, $1.2,). <A still more important addii . is 
the Belshazzar inscription in the so-called Annals of 
Nabonidus (Price, “The Monu and the Old 
Testament,” American Baptist Publication society, 
Philadelphia, $1.50) ; and Clay, “Light on the O 

Testament from Babel” (The Sunday School Times 
Co., $2 net). And for most recent Babylonian in- 
scriptions bearing upon Biblical matters, “Miscella- 
neous Inscriptions in the Yale Babylonian Collec- 
tion,” Clay (Yale University Press, New Haven, $5). 

Then there is the Moabite Stone (Price, “The 
Monuments and the Old Testament.”) The Siloam 
inscription, Gezer, Bethshemesh, Jericho, and many 
minor discoveries (Vincent, “Canaan d’apres |’Ex- 
plorations Recent”). 

For Egyptian things one hardly knows where to 
begin or to end. Brugsch, “Egypt Under the 
Pharaohs” (Scribners, New York City, $7.20 net), is 
most helpful for the earlier work, but for the last 
quarter of a century one must consult many special 
works. “Pithon,” by Naville; “Hyksos and Israelite 
Cities,” “Six Temples at Thebes,” “Researches in 
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Sinai,” “Tell Defenna and Heliopolis I,” by Petrie, 
supply most of the best things. If to these be added 
something concerning the Assuan Papyri from the 
time of Nehemiah, which may best be seen by the 
my reading public in periodical literature, there 
will be in hand a large body of the most important 
finds which bear upon Israel's relation to surround- 
ing nations. In fact, there is little in the whole field 
of discovery in Bible lands that does not bear in 
some way upon Israel’s position in the world. 

An admirable summary of all this evidence is given 
in H ndcock’s “The Latest Light on Bible Lands,” 
pane by The Society for Promoting Christian 

nowledge, 43 Queen Victoria Street, E. C., London. 


vg 
Palestine and Kitchener 


N RESPONSE to an oft-asked question, the fol- 
lowing announcement of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund is quoted: “A new and improved edition of the 
large Photo-relief Map of Palestine (5 miles=1 inch) 
is now ready. Price 6s 9d, unmounted. Mounfed on 
cloth, roller, and varnished, 10s 6d. Size, mounted, 
#0 inches by 52 inches.” The Palestine Exploration 
und may be addressed 2 Hinde Street, Manchester 
Square, London, or 50 Forest Street, Hartford, Conn. 
t is of interest to note that the survey of Western 
Palestine upon which all subsequent maps of that 
region are founded, was dont under the direction of 
Lord Kitchener, whose life has been given up and 
his great and varied career ended in the European 
war. 
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Infidel Shoemaker 


A story to be followed by yet more remarkable accounts of 
Coffee Room miracles, told by Lady Hope herself 
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town a crowded assembly, chiefly of working men, 

were to be found every night of the week. Be- 
tween 9 and 10 o'clock, I usually took up a Bible or 
Testament and read a verse or two aloud, making 
some short and direct comment on it. 

One Saturday night I read Psalm 90:12: “So 
teach us to number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom.” ‘ 

.. “I suppose that we all. have a reckoning day now 

and then,” I said, “that we may know how we stand 
in our ordinary affairs. Some One speaks to us to- 
night. He is our Creator, our Father, our Saviour ; 
so he must know how to talk with us, and his counsel 
is just what we want. We really need it for our 
everyday life. So we ask, ‘Lord, teach us, make us 
ready for what is coming.’ Let us think a bit now 
about these words, and what is best for us. Some of 
you stay far away from God, but he can let you have 
the very thing you want, which is wisdom. God's 
wisdom shows you how to be saved. That is what 
you want to-night. You want to be saved. It would 
be a dreadful thing if you forgot to offer this prayer 
until it was too late, and your days were already num- 
bered. What would you do then? when you must 
come to stand before the judgment seat unready? 
You would be speechless. So as you are my friends, 
I advise you te begin and offer that prayer this very 
night—now. I will pray for you.” 

In a very few words I prayed for them; and they 
resumed their newspapers, games, and their supper, 
for many of them had tea or coffee and various eat- 
ables beside them on the tables. 

On the following Wednesday when I was at the 
Men’s Bible Class in a separate room, the manager 
spoke to me a little while before the class was to 
begin. 

“A man called Cooper wants to join the class,” he 
said. “He is a professed infidel, and is well known, 
for he goes about preaching those opinions .wherever 
he can get a chance.” 

“Then he cannot enter my class,” I replied. “Only 
men who are seeking God and wanting instruction in 
the Bible can belong to it.” 

“IT told him that,” said the Coffee Room manager. 
“But he is very persistent. Will you see him? He 
is waiting in another room.” 

I went in and found a man of strong build, middle- 
aged,—and a very intense, anxious look on his face. 

He told me he wished to come to the class. He 
said he was a shoemaker and for years had been an 
infidel; that he had destroyed his wife’s belief in the 
Bible, and that she died screaming in terror. 

“But,” he went on, “you upset me very much on 
Saturday by what you said when you opened that 
Bible. I went back to my lodging and told the land- 
lady what a disgraceful thing it was that a young 
lady should be allowed to disturb a lot of men who 
were playing games and reading their newspapers by 
standing up and saying such things to them.” His 
landlady had laughed, and told him, “that young lady 


[*: MY large “Coffee Rooms” in an English country 


owns the Coffee Rooms and she can do whatever she 
likes—no; one ever stops her.” 

“But,” he said, “she advised me to go to your meet- 
ing on Sunday evening in the Town Hall,.and then I 
would hear all about it. So I went,” he continued; 
“and what you said seemed to come over me so 
powerful that I stayed to the inquiry méeting;. and 
there”—he hesitated—“there I repented of my sins 
and asked God ‘to save me. I asked him, too, to 
teach me.. That.is. why I want to join your Bible 
class.” ; 

“That you may know I.am..in earnest,” he. said, 
pointing to a large bundle-on the floor, “here are all 
my infidel books and tracts.. I am going to burn 
them now in the kitchen fire. And there is one 
pound”—he -handed me a gold sovereign—“to pay for 
four tracts being printed. I want you to write them— 
just as plain as you speak, and then I will give them 
all over the place.” 

I told him I would carry out his wishes at once; 
and gave him permission to attend the Bible class. 
‘He was present and seemed interested in the study 
of a Bible subject, and hearing the men give refer- 
ences, or make their simple comments, or ask ques- 
tions, as the case might be. 

But on the following Wednesday, when he was 
again in the class, which was attended by about ninety 
men, I saw that something had gone wrong. We were 
talking about prayer, and after a few introductory 
words from myself to explain the subject, the men 





Lady Hope’s Ventures in Evangelism 





It was many years ago that the shoemaker flew into a 
rage over something that was said in the Coffee Room 
Bible Class, but the young Englishwoman who taught 
the class is, in her later years, still busy at soul-winning,— 
in recent years in America, as she has visited cities where 
Billy Sunday campaigns were in progress and other places. 

A few of the incidents connected with the founding and 
the carrying on of Lady Hope's famous Coffee Houses in 
England will be published in The Sunday School Times, 
and they will form one of the most impressive series of 
evangelism miracles that it has. ever. been the privilege of 
the Times to publish. 


Quite a contrast are these experiences fo Thomas Need- 
ham’s adventures in evangelism, which in. recent months 
appeared in The Sunday School Times. . Yet even more 
startling are the results from a. young girl’s adventuring for 
Christ into new fields of soul-winning. 

Best of all, the stories of Lady Hope's experiences are 
a-thrill with that interest in souls and confidence in God's 
power to save which are at the heart of all great results 
in soul-winning. 
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gave out their various verses, and some spoke briefly 
in their simple, earnest way. 

A look of rage and intense annoyance was on the 
shoemaker’s face. I can eall it nothing less; and as 
he seemed scarcely able to contain himself, I felt 
very much disturbed and extremely uncomfortab 
for I did not know what might occur. As they 
had tp pass my chair when they went out, they often 
shook hands with me, or had something special to 
say, and were generally smiling, and looked as if 
they had greatly enjoyed their little time together. 
But the shoemaker walked past me head erect, with 
a look of great wrath on his face. 

As usual, they all flocked into the large Coffee 
Room adjoining, which held several hundreds of men; 
and I went in also. There at a table sat three men 
apparently in high altercation. Cooper was one of 
them, and he was in fierce argument with two other 
men.that I knew. - ; 

“What is the matter?” I said, going up to them, and 
taking a chair at the same table. 

“He,” said one of them, nodding towards Cooper, 
“didn’t like the class. It has upset him. He didn’t 
like what was said.” 

“Oh! what was it?” I inquired. “Did I say some- 
thing you did not like, Mr. Cooper?” 

“No!” he replied. “You did not say it yourself; a 
fool of a man, a perfect idiot, who can most likely 
neither read or write, he said it; and you never 
stopped him or ,told him to hold his tongue. You 
ought not to allow those things. They do a lot of 
harm.” 

“I wonder what it was,” 1 remarked. 
much like to know what he said.” 

“Pray without ceasing,” Cooper thundered out, 
striking his hand on the table. “I know he said it, 
for I heard him myself. Fool! I would like to deal 
with him. I would soon settle him up.” 

“But, listen to me,” I replied. “He was not speak- 
ing his own words. That was not his opinion. He 
was quoting the Bible. Here i: is,” and I pointed to 
the verse in 1 Thessalonians 5. 

“What!” he said more indignantly than ever, “in 
the Bible! Then I will never open a Bible again. I 
will never come near this place again. No more 
classes for me. It is just those sort of things that 
make us—” 

I stopped him short, as I did not want the other 
men to hear his infidel opinions. 

“There is an explanation,”.I began; but he would 
go on; and this is what.he said: ' 

“If you tell people to go and say their prayers at 
a proper time, it is all right, for many people don’t 
pray, at all. But to say ‘without ceasing!’ that is what 
I object to. For it is impossible; and you know it is.” 

“Is it?” I asked. “How can you prove that?” 

“Well, I: am a shoemaker, and, for instance, it 
would be impossible to pray when you are turning 
the heel of a boot!” He said this very emphatically, 
as though it could not be controverted. 

“Oh!” I replied. “As I am not a shoemaker, I do 
not quite understand. I wish I were one. Then per- 
haps I could answer you.” 

“No, you couldn’t,” he said, shaking his head. 

“Ts it very difficult?” I asked. 

“It takes all you know to do it; and it takes all 
your thought. You have to. give your mind-to it.” 

“I am very much puzzled,” I replied, “for you must 
know what you are talking about; and the only light 
I can see on it is this: The Bible must have been writ- 
ten for me, and for this carpenter, and the brick- 
layer here,—but not for shoemakers.” 

He still looked angry, so I proceeded to explain. 

“When do you breathe?” I asked. “Do you say 
when you get up, ‘I will breathe a little while, then I 
will have my breakfast. I will breathe again for a 
while. Then I will do my work.’ And so on all day?” 

“Of course not,” he answered abruptly. “I keep on 
breathing all the time.” 

“That is the answer,” I said. “Prayer is ‘the Chris- 
tian’s vital breath, the Christian’s native air. When 
we are born again we begin to live the new life; and 
prayer is our breath. We do not know any difficulty 
about it. It is natural'to us. It goes on at any time 
or all timés—all day long. Now, please do not talk 
any more about this matter. Think it over quietly.” 
‘ A few days passed during which I was absent from 
home. On the following Saturday evening when I 
went into the Coffee Rooms, I saw a man in the 
crowd holding up his hand as a sign that he wished 
to speak to me. 

It was the shoemaker, who greeted me with a radi- 
ant smile. 

“You can pray when you are turning the heel of a 
boot!” he said joyously. 

The man seemed transformed. A wonderful de- 
light was in his face. 

“How do you explain that?” I said. “I should like 
to hear about it.” 

“Prayer is your life,” he answered, “when you are 
born again. It is my new life. The discovery has 
opened an entirely new world to me.” 

The eagerness and intensity with which he spoke 
cannot be described. He continued a very devoted, 
earnest Christian, and a very happy otie. He knows 
that the Bible was written for shoemakers too. 


“I would so 
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Why Did John Call Jesus “the Word” 2 | 


By Professor A. T. Robertson, D.D., LL.D 


Author of “ The Divinity of Christ in the Gospel of John," “ A Grammar 
© of the Greek New Testament in the Light of Historical Research,” etc. 
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“Word” ( E 

of the Fourth Gospel? His use of the term 
thas caused a great deal of discussion, which was 
never more acute than now. 

There are not wanting those who find the Logos 

rtrayal of Christ a stumbling-block. Professor E. 
oe Scott, of Queen’s University, Kingston, Canada, 
does not hesitate to say so. In his article on the 
Logos in Hastings’ Dictionary of Christ and the 
Gospels, Dr. Scott says: “This [John’s] acceptance 
of this doctrine involves him in a new reading of 
the Gospel history—a reading which in some respects 
is artificial and inadequate. The life of Jesus be- 
comes that of a heavenly being, and all traces of 
moral struggle (as in the Temptations and the 
Agony) disappear from it.” Surely Dr. Scott over- 
looks such references to Jesus’ humanity, in this 
Gospel, as John 4: 32-38; 6: 14f; 11:33, 38; 12:27f, 
to go no further. 

Dr. Scott further complains that John by sub- 
ordinating the conception of Christ to a philosophical 
speculation “defeats his own purpose.” In_ the 
endeavor to exalt the Lord’s Person by means of the 
Logos hypothesis, he obscures those very elements of 
the Divine life which constitute its true glory.” 
Dr. Scott repeats this attitude in his books. In “The 
Historical and Religious Value of the Fourth 
Gospel” (1900, p. 37) he adds: “Not only so, but 
he divests the historical life of much of its meaning 
and true grandeur, in order to bring it into con- 
formity with the Logos Idea.” Once more Dr. 
Scott (“The Fourth Gospel, Its Purpose and The- 
ology,” 1906, p. 172) says: “The acceptance of this 
idea involves a wide departure from the traditional 
view of the life of Jesus.” 

Certainly this view of Dr. Scott is put with pith 
and vigor. He does not stand alone in holding it. 
Professor B. W. Bacon, of Yale University, point- 
edly says (“The Fourth Gospel in Research and De- 
bate,” 1910, p. 12):. “The representation of the 
Fourth Gospel inverts all this. Divine intention and 
operation are not interpreted by historical fact, but 
historical fact by divine intention and operation. 
What an incarnation of deity must say and do in 
order to make clear the redemptive plan, this is what 
is said and done.” It is, he says €p. 3), “either Syn- 
optic or John.” “Which of them represents the real 
Jesus is for historical ‘criticism to determine; and 
the heart of the problem is the Gospel attributed to 
John, with its reversal of the Synoptic conception. 
Both conceptions cannot represent the apostolic 
story” (p. 13). These quotations put the case of 
radical criticism against the Logos doctrine. 


Wi did the Apostle John use the term 


How the Critics Disagree 


Harnack (“Ueber das Verhaltniss des Prologs des 
vierten Evangeliums zum ganzen Werk,” 1892) ad- 
vanced the idea that the Prologue with its Logos 
doctrine was merely a preface to conciliate a philo- 
sophical public, and not an essential part of the 
Gospel. It is true that the term Logos is not again 
used in the Gospel; but it is not true that the Pro- 
logue is not a real introduction to the writer’s treat- 
ment of Christ. The Prologue forecasts the entire 
book, and Light and Life (1: 4-9) reappear in the 
Gospel over and over. Scott is certainly correct in 
saying that the Logos idea dominates the whole 
Gospel, and that the Prologue furnishes the back- 
ground for the whole story. John’s contention 
throughout is that the Pre-existent Logos and_ the 
historical Jesus are identical. Scott holds that John 
attempted the impossible in trying to combine these 
categories, and involved himself in inconsistencies 
and confusion of thought in so doing. Is that state- 
ment of the case correct? 

I do not think so. The probable reason for 
John’s use of the Logos idea as an interpretation of 
the nature and work of Christ Jesus is to be found in 
the incipient Gnostics, whose conception of Christ is 
opposed also in Colossians and Ephesians, the 
Pastoral Epistles, Jude and 2 Peter, the Johannine 
Epistles and the Apocalypse. The Docetic Gnostics 
denied the real humanity of Jesus (compare 1 John 
1: 1-4), and the Cerinthian Gnostics separated Christ 
from Jesus (compare the modern “Jesus or Christ” 
controversy) by claiming that Christ was an zon 
that came upon Jesus at his baptism and left him at 
his death. 

The thesis of John’s Gospel is thus presented in 
1:14: “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt 
among us (and we beheld his glory, glory as of the 
only begotten from the Father), full of grace and 
truth.” There is asserted the identity between the 
eternal Logos and the Incarnate Christ, between the 


0s) in the Prologue (1: 1-18) - 


Logos, 
One of the greatest New Testa- 
ment Greek scholars of our generation here 
sets forth the attacks of the critics and the 
meaning of the whole controversy. 








only begotten Son of God the Father and the his- 
torical Jesus of Nazareth who “became flesh” and 
“tabernacled” (pitched his tent ,in flesh for a while, 
as Paul has it in 2 Cor. 5:1) among us. 

But has the author of this Gospel thrown more 
darkness than light upon the Person of Christ by his 
use of a philosophical term? This is the accusation 
of Bacon and Scott. 

That depends upon several things. Did John mean 
to attribute to Jesus all the concepts in the word 
Logos current in the philosophy of his time? If so, 
then the charge has some truth in it. I maintain that 
John’s very language disproves that view of the mat- 
ter. He gives the word a turn that it never had be- 
fore. He is not responsible for all the varied uses 
of the word by men before him. It is one of the 
critical vices of, our time, of which the religio- 
historical method is often guilty, that the words in 
the New Testament books are made to carry only the 
meaning of the religious and mystical cults of the 
time. Paul, for instance, is charged with getting his 
ideas of baptism and the Lord’s Supper from 
Mithracism and not from the Gospel of Jesus (see 
Kennedy’s “St. Paul and the Mystery-Religions” for 
a reply to this view). 

Certainly there is no harm in a philosophical defi- 
nition of the Person and Work of Christ, provided 
one does not mean it to be exhaustive and a substi- 
tute for all other definitions: The word Messiah did 
not tell all that was true of Jesus. 
term that gathered up in it the heart of their hopes 
about God’s promises. But Peéeter’s confession is 
that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
(Matt. 16:16). So John’s Gospel expresses as its 
purpose to induce its readers to believe “that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God.” John does not mean 
that Logos is the only word for Christ’s personality, 
but simply that it is a useful term; and he doesn’t 
mean to be held responsible for all the speculative 
uses of the term in the past or the present or the 
future. 

John is not alone in the New Testament in the use 
of, the Logos idea, though he alone applies the term 
to Jesus. The pre-existence of Jesus and his equality 
with God are both found in Paul’s writings in very 
plain language (Gal. 4:4; Rom. 10:6; Phil. 2: 5-11). 
Still more plainly in Colossians 1: 15-20 Paul states 
the cosmic energy of Christ as John does in John 
1:3. Paul manifestly has the Gnostics in mind when 
he claims that in Christ are summed up all the ful- 
ness of God and all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge (Eph. 3:19; Col. 2:3). The same stand- 
point appears in Hebrews 1: 1-4, where the language 
of Philo is apparently reflected (effulgence or radi- 
ation, express image or character, substance). It 
will not do to say that John alone uses philosophical 
language to express the truth about Christ. 

_ All that men can do is to use the language of their 
time with as much discretion and care as possible. 
What boots it if John deliberately goes beyond Paul 
and the author of Hebrews and applies to Christ 
the term Logos? He uses it also in 1 John 1:1 and 
in Revelation 19:13. To be sure, its philosophical 
use goes back to Heraclitus “the obscure,” the Greek 





THE CRITICS SAY— 


John’s use of Logos is artificial and inadequate. 
John obscures the true glory of Christ. 


John reverses the conception of the Gospels of Mat- 
thew, Mark, and Luke. 


John attempts the impossible in making Jesus and 
the Word (who is God) one, and involves himself 
in inconsistencies and confusion of thought. 


Shall we believe the Critics 
or the Word of God ? 








It was the Jewish” 











B. C., 
oundest of Greek philosophers” (Alexander, in arti- 
cle on Logos in the International Standard Bible En- 
cyclopedia, a luminous and modern sketch of the 


vane mage of the sixth. century “the pro- 


whole subject). With Heraclitus, Fire, Logos, God, 
were one and the same. The Logos is the eternal 
energy of the universe. Plato used nous (Thought) 
more often than: Logos, though he does apply it to 
the Divine Energy that made the world. It is the 
Stoics who most frequently employ the Logos as a 
term for God, poten the Logos Spermatikos (the 
Seminal Logos), the Generative Principle of the 
world. The stoics were a popular philosophic party 
in the Greco-Roman world, and many of their 
phrases find echoes in the writings of Paul. There 
is therefore nothing strange in a Christian writer at 
the end of the first century A. D., probably in Ephe- 
sus, employing a term already in common use among 
the Stoics and Gnostics of the time. 

But there is still another source from which John 
could have obtained justification for his use of the 
word Logos. The very word (from lego, to speak) 
means in Greek either Reason or Expression. Speech 
implies thought. The history of Memra in the 
Targums shows a steady approach to John’s use of 
the term. In the Old Testament theophanies (appear- 
ances of God) the Angel of Jehovah is sometimes 
identified with God, sometimes distinguished from 
him, and sometimes described in both senses. The 
personification of Wisdom in Job 28: 23-27 is like- 
wise an anticipation of John’s use of Logos. In par- 
ticular, in Proverbs 8: 22-31 we seem to have a more 
immediate background for John’s language than in 
the Greek philosophers. Indeed, Professor J. Rendel 
Harris (“Origin of the Prologue of St. John’s Gos- 
pel,” The Expositor, Aug. ‘to Nov., 1916) seeks to 
show by a remarkably fresh.and able line of argu- 
ment. that-John consciously. applied the use of Wisdom 
in Proverbs to Christ.  He-refers to John 11: 40, 
when in the language.of Jesus the Wisdom of God 
is personified. . In 1. Corinthians.1: 24 Christ is called 
the “wisdom of.God.”-» Many-of-John’s phrases occur 
in Proverbs 8: 22-30, as “in.the beginning,” “I was 
there,” “I. was. by- him,” etc.. ‘Besides,,some of the 
early Christian. writers. expressly call Christ both 
Wisdom.and Logos (Cyprian, for: instance). 


The Chief Rock of Offense 


In simple truth one may say in conclusion that it is 
the first verse in John’s Gospel that is the chief rock 
of offense. There John in plain words affirms that 
“the Logos was God.” Much would be forgiven the 
Fourth Gospel by modern critics if these words were 
not there to assert deity and eternity of the Logos 
who was incarnated (1:14) and thus revealed God to 
men (1:18). The correct text in 1:18 is “God only 
begotten” (see margin of Revised Version, and West- 
cott and Hort). John here brings the Logos doc- 
trine from the clouds of speculation to the realm of 
the concrete. In the historical Jesus, the only be- 
gotten Son of God (God in his pre-existent state as 
the Logos, still God only begotten in the flesh) we 
see the Interpretation of the Father, God’s idea in 
Living Speech. : 

I close this discussion with a quotation from Dr. 

ames I. Vance’s article in the Record of Christian 

ork for October, 1916: 

“I was at the annual-luncheon of the graduates of 
the alumni of Union Theological Seminary a °f 
years ago, and a principal speaker on that occasion 
was a very distinguished man whom we all respect 
and love. In the course of his remarks he made this 
statement, ‘The Bible.nowhere says that Jesus is God.’ 
At the conclusion of the luncheon, an old Presby- 
terian minister, good old Doctor Phraner, came up 
and said to Dr. Lyman Abbott: ‘Doctor Abbott, you 
said the Bible nowhere says that Jesus-is God.’ 

“*Ves,’ said Doctor Abbott, ‘I said that, and it does 
nowhere say it.’ ; 

.“ ‘Well, what about the first chapter of the Gospel 
according to St. John, In. the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word. was.with God, and the Word 
was God . .. and the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us?” 

“ ‘Oh,’ he said, ‘that does not refer to Jesus.’ 

“*To whom, then, does it refer?’ 

“Then Doctor Abboti became confused, and said. 
‘If you will read such and such a book it will give 
you my views on the subject.’ 

_“Well, when you have to read a book to get a man’s 
views his position is not altogether impregnable. Of 
course, the Bible says that Jesus is God. If languaze 
can say anything in an unmistakable way, the first 
chapter of the Gospel according to St. John declares 
unequivocally the godhood of Jesus.” 

Lou!sviLe, Ky. 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


YOUNG man called on the superintendent of 

an observatory, and said, “I should like a glass 

ruler, eighteen inches ‘ong, with a_ perfectly 
straight edge. What will it cost?” ; 

The superintendent did a little figuring, and re- 
plied, “It will cost you ten thousand dollars.” 

“Ten thousand dollars! I haven’t that much money 
in the world.” < 

“What do you want it for?” asked the superin- 
tendent. 

“I want it to trim the edges of photographs,” was 
the reply. ; 

“Oh, you don’t want ‘a perfectly straight edge,’ 
then. An error of as much as a sixty-fourth of an 
inch will not matter for that; and such a ruler will 
cost you a dollar and a half. But if you want us 
to make you ‘a perfectly straight edge,’ it will cost 
you ten thousand dollars,—and even then I cannot 
swear to the perfection of the edge; only, so far as 
our tools can ascertain, it will be without flaw.” 

A perfect thing is very expensive. Men don’t 
make perfect things, in spite of all the expense they 
may put into them. ‘Men cannot. But God wanted 
man to have a perfect standard to measure himself 
by, one in which there should not be an error of one 
sixty-fourth of an inch, or of one one-millionth 
part of an inch. So God gave us this perfect 
standard, this perfect measure, in his Son Jesus 
Christ. _How costly it was. for God to do this, 
Calvary answers. 


Our Background Material 


Have you and your class ever “mastered” a book 
of the Bible? A definition of such “mastering” of a 
book is that we are able to think through the book 
from beginning to end, from memory. Why not 
“master” the Gospel of John that way before next 
June? Fire your class with this ambition. 

See how many would like to join you in the defi- 
nite purpose to read the Gospel through at least once 
each week during the six months’ studies. To make 
this easy, let every member of the class secure a 
pocket edition of John’s Gospel, in some form. The 
American Revision (Thomas Nelson and Sons, New 
York) can be had in a five-cent edition. The 
Twentieth Century New Testament, or “modern 
English,” version of the Gospel (Revell Company, 
New York, Chicago, Toronto) can be had in a five- 
cent edition. The King James Version, similarly, 
can be had from almost any Bible supply house. Let 
all get into the way of carrying the Gospel with them 
and reading it through, on trolley car or wherever 
they may be. 

A most valuable form for the teacher’s use is the 
pamphlet giving John’s Gospel in “The Student’s 
Expanded Bible” (Eugene Ayres, Buffalo, N. Y., 25 
cents), printed with such wide white paper margins 
as to carry plenty of notes of the teacher’s own 
making, for class use. A loose-leaf edition of this, 
with interleaves for still fuller notes, can be had for 
35 cents. 

Begin at once to give the class the plan and pur- 
pose of the Gospel as a whole, according to Dr. 
Griffith Thomas’ article “How to Study the Gospel 
of John” in last week’s issue of the Times (to be 
had in pamphlet form at two copies for five cents). 
Each member of the class should have one. Have the 
class bring note-books every Sunday to set down the 
chief points given by the teacher. 

Start by giving the class the first of the “seven 
keys” to the Gospel of John, mentioned in that article, 
which is the word “Believe,” mentioned ninety-eight 
times in John as compared with Matthew’s eleven 
times, Mark’s fifteen, and Luke’s nine. This key- 
note of faith culminates in John 20: 20. 

Further suggestions for mastering the Gospel as 
a whole are given in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson 
article (I, 1, 2) in this issue; the Gospel’s key 
verse; the twofold contents of the book, with its two 
distinct lines dividing it into two sections, from chap- 
ters I to 12 and 13 to 21. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

It is the Prologue to John’s Gospel, verses 1-18, 
that is our first lesson. This Prologue has three, main, 
thoughts, dividing it into three sections, as Dr. Grif-, 
fith Thomas (I, 3) points out: divine revelation ; 


John 1 : 1-18 Commit verses II, 12 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
John 1: 1-14) 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the begin- 
ning with God. 3 All things were made through him; and 
without him + was not anything made that hath been made. 
4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And 


the light shineth in the darkness; and the darkness ? appre- - 


hended it not. 6 There came a man, sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 The same came for witness, that he might 
bear witness of the light, that all might believe through him. 
8 He was not the light, but came that he might bear witness 
of the light. 9 * There was the true light, even the light 
which lighteth * every man, coming into the world. 10 He was 
in the world, and the world was made through him, and the 
world knew him not. 11 He came unto * his own, and they 
that were his own received him not. 12 But as many as 
received him, to them gave he the right to become children 
of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 who were 
®born, not of 7 blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh, and 
8 dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, glory as of ® the 
only begotten from the Father), full of grace and truth. 


1Or, was not anything made. That which hath been 
made was life in him; and the life &c. *Or, overcame 
See ch. 12.35 (Gr.). *Or, the true light, which lighteth 
every man, was coming ‘Or, every man as he cometh 
5Gr. his own things. *Or, begotten 7Gr. bloods. ®Gr. 
tabernacled. ® Or, an only begotten from a father Comp. 
Heb. 11.17. 
The American Revision copyright, 1901 
by Thomas Nelson b”'Sons td 








human rejection; human reception. Mention these to 
the class, and let them discover ‘which verses make 
up each section. 

John’s Gospel is the storm-center of the fiercest 
attacks made upon the deity of Christ. Certain Bible 
critics and others who deny the deity of Christ can- 
not deny the fact that the Fourth Gospel declares it, 
so they simply deny the authority and correctness of 
the Fourth Gospel. Many even say that the Apostle 
John did not write this Gospel. (A strong article 
discussing and answering the question “Who wrote 
the Fourth Gospel?” will be published in an early 
issue of The Sunday School Times.) 

These attacks center in John’s use of the Greek 
word logos, translated “Word,” in verses 1 and 14. 
Be sure to read Professor Robertson’s masterly arti- 
cle, on page 777 in this issue, answering the question 
“Why Did John Call Jesus ‘the Word’?” The Word, 
or logos, is discussed also by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 4; III, 8); by Mr. Ridgway (1); from the Ori- 
ental’s standpoint by Dr. Mackie (1); and the Word 
of God as the expression of God, with typical ways 
in which girls express themselves, by Miss Frederick 
(“My Class of Girls,” in the Section headed “Christ, 
the Word, the Expression of God’). 

We don’t always realize that Jesus Christ has so 
much to do with creation as the Bible tells us. We 
are not only saved through him; we, and all created 
things, were made through him. Let members of the 
class read aloud, from slips of paper handed out, 
not only the third verse of the lesson, but such 
passages as Ephesians 3:9; Colossians 1: 13-17; 
Romans 11:36; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Hebrews 1: 2. 
Christ’s relation to the universe as the Agent of the 
Father is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 5). 

Not only was the world made through Christ; 
its only light was and is Christ. Sin means turn- 
ing away from God, or Christ; and that means in- 
stant and complete darkness. The only hope of es- 
cape from such sin-caused darkness is Christ again; 
so his coming to the earth means that “the light 
shineth in the darkness” (v. 5). 

It is God’s grace that gave Christ to the world 
thus to shine as the only light in its otherwise hope- 
less darkness. “Grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ” (v. 17). Notice the contrast between the two 
dispensations of Moses and Christ, clearly pointed 
out by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 7); “law requires; 
grace bestows; law reveals; grace restores.” God 
through Christ does for hopeless, fallen man what 
man cannot do for himself. And it is a strikingly 
illuminating suggestion that, in the great historic 
name “Jesus Christ,” the name Jesus stands for 
grace, and Christ stands for truth, as Dr. Griffith 
Thomas points out. 


The Truth That is Golden 


God’s perfect standard for men, Jesus Christ, is 
given to men not merely as an example of what per- 
fect manhood should be,—for that would leave us 
more hopeless than if Christ had never come in the 
fiesh. Christ is indeed the “truth”: the perfect edge 
of that perfect standard or “ruler” (see “Getting 
Started in Class”) to which God requires our con- 
formity,—but that leaves us hopeless. And this per- 


fect expression or manifestation of God, Jesus 


JANUARY 7. JESUS THE LIFE AND LIGHT OF MEN 


Golden Text: In him was life; and the life was the light of men.—John 1 : 4 





Christ, showing the humanly hopeless requirements 
of the perfect law of God as met and lived out per- 
fectly by the man Christ Jesus, is given to us, not to 
leave us hopeless, but that we also may be made per- 
fect. And how? By our works? ever; there is 
no hope in that direction. But by God’s grace. 
Grace is the wonderful provision made by God 
through Jesus Christ for meeting this requirement, 
turning man’s hopelessness into joy and glory un- 
speakable. “For what the law could not do, in that 
it was weak through the flesh, God, sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, con- 
demned sin in the flesh: that the requirements of the 
law might be fulfilled in us” (Rom. 8: 3, 4, margin of 
Revision). , 

This is brought to pass by God in our life when 
we simply believe on his Son Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour, and by faith also receive him as our actual 
life and the fulness of our life. Then, wonder of 
wonders,—“as many as received him, to them gave 
he the right to become children of God, even to them 
that believe on his name.” Then God’s own perfect 
righteousness is made our righteousness; for “to him 
that worketh not, but believeth on him that justi- 
fieth the ungodly, his faith is reckoned for righteous- 
ness” (Rom. 4:5). To those who “trust and obey” 
he promises “to set you before the presence of his 
glory without blemish in exceeding joy” (Jude 24). 


Teaching Points 


Christ himself is the only light of men (v. 4). Per- 
sonal surrender to him, and personal belief in him,— 
that is the only way we can have light in our own 
life. To turn away from Him and go after any re- 
ligion or “science” that falsely uses his name is to be 
led away into hopeless darkness, as the Lesson Car- 
toon, on page 781, shows with impressive power. 

Light and darkness are eternally opposed to each 
other; for this “darkness” means (Griffith Thomas, 
II, 6) “everything contrary to God’s life in man, or 
sin.” And sin is not “a stumble upward,” as some 
modern preachers falsely claim. 

“The light which lighteth every man” does not 
mean Universalism. It is a “whosoever will” lighting 
of men’s lives; Christ is the light and the only light 
for every man; but not every mian receives this only 
light, as verse 11 shows. 

Each one of us is either light or darkness every- 
where we go. We either lighten or darken the at- 
mosphere for others, whenever we join a group of 
persons anywhere. Christ was always light. If 
—— is our whole and only life, we may be always 
ight. 

Grace is what we receive, 
(verse 16). 


Every appearance of God to man, as recorded in 
the Old Testament and throughout the entire Bible, 
is believed to have been an appearance of Christ; 
verse 18 is one reason for believing this. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
What is meant by “the Word”? 
wo kind of “life” is referred to (verse 4) as in 
im 
What is referred to by “the world” in verse 10; 
has the word two different meanings there? 
Where is regeneration taught in this lesson? 
How would you briefly define grace? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


John the Baptist and Jesus (John 1: 19-34). 


How would you feel if a committee representing 
the greatest religious leaders of to-day should be 
sent to your house, and, calling upon you, should 
ask you the question, “Who are you?” It would be 
a pretty severe test for any one, especially after that 
one had been doing a work in practical religion that 
had made him the most conspicuous person in the 
country. John the Baptist “could have had anything 
he wanted" about this time. How did he meet the 
test? 


What is a witness ? 
What made the Jews think that John the Baptist 
might be Elijah? 


Why has Billy Sunday been likened to John the 
Baptist ? 


_ What do you think was John the Baptist’s concep- 
tion of Christ at this time? 


What is meant by the expression “the Lamb of 
God”? + ae 


PHILADELPHIA. 


not what we do 





LESSON FOR JAN. 7 (John x : 1-18) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





including the “Holy of Holies” and “The Gospel 
of the Heart of Christ.” Its picture of our 
Lord is perhaps the closest and clearest.. ° 


1. What Are the Facts? 


Author.—The disciple whom Jesus loved, John, the 
son of Zebedee. Every event connected with him in 
the first three Gospels reveals some aspect of his 
character. 


Time.—Written toward end of the first century, 
probably A. D. 80-100, tradition says at Ephesus. 


Purpose.—In 20: 30, 31 the purpose of the Gospel 
is given. The writer wishes to show that the historic 
man, Jesus, is the Jewish Messiah and the Divine 
Son of God, and that those who thus regard him 
may believe, and, by believing, receive life in union 
with him. (1) 

Plan.—The purpose is carried out on distinct lines 
by showing in contrast the two attitudes of rejec- 
tion and reception. In 1:11 we have “his own,” the 
Jews who did not receive him; and in 13:1, “his 
own,” the disciples who did accept him. The Book 
is thus divided into two main parts: part 1, chapters 
1-12, Christ’s manifestation to the Jews and his re- 
jection; part 2, chapters 13-21, his revelation mainly 
to his disciples and the outcome. (2) 

Persons.—The only one in the present lesson is 
John the Baptist, cousin and forerunner of Christ. 


Lesson Passage.—In verses 1-18 we have an in- 
troduction, usually called the prologue, containing a 
summary of the great themes unfolded in the Gospel. 
Note especially the three main thoughts: (a) Divine 
revelation met by (b) human rejection and (c) hu- 
man reception. (3) 


Il. What Do These Verses Mean? 


Verse 1.—Beginning. The word “beginning” in 
Genesis 1:1 refers to creation, but here it is used of 
the Divine nature (Col. 1:16, 17). Word. A title 
used to express Christ’s position as the revelation of 
God. The original is “Logos” (theology) which 
means both Reason and Utterance. With God,.indi- 
cating fellowship, because personally distinct. Was 
God, essentially equal. So that Christ is neither a 
creature nor a mere emanation from God. As the 
Word is to the’ person who speaks, so Christ is to 
God, completely identical and the full revelation. (4) 

Verse 3.—Christ’s relation to the universe, as the 
agent of the Father (Rom. 11: 36; 1 Cor. 8:6; Heb. 
1:2). Thus, matter is neither eternal nor self- 
created. (5) 

Verse 4.—Christ’s relation to the moral creation. 
Life. One of John’s special words, denoting the 
highest possibility. Life is always more than ex- 
istence, and is sajd to be “in him,” thus marking the 
difference between animate life which was “through” 
him (v. 2). Light. Another of John’s words, .ex- 
pressing .truth both intellectual and moral, as man 
was made for fellowship with God. This great gift 
of life was intended to be light for mind and heart. 

Verse 5.—Darkness. Yet another of John’s words, 
meaning everything contrary to God’s life in man, or 
sin. Apprehended,' or “overcome.” This inability 
shows that light has no fellowship with darkness 
(3:20). From old time until the present the light 
is shining (Rom. 1:19), but the darkness could 
neither “lay hold” of it nor “overcome” it. (6) 

Verse 7.—Through him, that is, through John the 
witness, because belief rests on evidence. 

Verse 9.—Which lighteth every man. Christ was 
the true Light even before he appeared in flesh, for 
quite apart from the special manifestation as Saviour 
there is a sense in which he-is the moral Light of 
every man. This is wholly different from the Quaker 
doctrine of “the inner light” which is associated 
with the specific Christian revelation. 

Verse 10.—World. Two meanings, natural and 
moral, the latter meaning everything that is opposed 
to God. The world at large did not recognize its 
Creator. 

Verse 11.—His own, the Jews, his special people, 
were even blinder, and more responsible. 

Verse 12—Believe. To “believe on his name” is 
the full expression of Christian faith as resting on 
Christ, including mind, emotion, and will. Two 
other aspects of “belief” are believing a fact (1 John 
5:1) and believing a person’s word (John 4:21). 
Name. The character of a person, not a mere title. 
The name is the nature. 

Verse 13.—Born. Thfee denials, excluding all hu- 
man and earthly source and power. We are Chris- 
tians not by descent or privilege or will-power, but 
by Divine grace. 

Verse 14.—Flesh. The Logos who was Creator 
and .Revealer became the creature in the historic act 
ard fact of the Incarnation. Dwelt, “tabernacled,” 


Te: Fourth Gospel-has had many designations, 
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referring to his temporary sojourn on earth. Glory, 
the manifestation of Divine excellence, a term includ- 
ing all the outward and visible signs of his earthly 
manifestation. Only begotten. is relationship to 
the Father is unique. Full of grace and truth. 
we is the light that exposes; grace the love that 
eals.” 

Verse 16.—Fulness. The complete revelation of 
God in Christ (Col. 1:19; 2:9). Received. The 
evangelist looks back and speaks of himself and 
others as having received this fulness. Grace. 
“Grace in place of grace.” One gift making way for 
another in its unceasing continuance and renewal. 

Verse 17.—There was a contrast between the two 
dispensations. Law requires; grace bestows; law 
reveals; grace restores. Jesus Christ. The only 
place in the Gospel where this great historic name 
occurs, and it has been suggested that “Jesus” stands 
for “grace” and “Christ” for “truth.” (7) 

Verse 183—No man. Man cannot have visible fel- 
lowship with God, since no infinite Spirit can be the 
object of human sight (Deut. 4:12). Even the 
Divine manifestations of the Old Testament were 
symbolic and in human form. Bosom. .A striking 
word expressive of the intimacy between Christ and 
the Father. Declared. This refers to the Incarna- 
tion, Christ being the Father’s Interpreter, though 
there is a sense in which as “the angel of Jehovah” 
we may say that all manifestations of God to man 
since the world began have been through Christ. 


Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 


Out of eighteen verses Christ is distinctly men- 
tioned in sixteen, and even the other two relate to 
him. Thus, at the outset of the lessons and of the 
year we are reminded that “Christ is all.” There are 
three chief names here which should be taken in 
order, for the purpose of realizing their meaning, 
truth, and power. 

1. The Word. Christ is God’s thought made audi- 
ble and his will made intelligible. It is for us to 
listen and learn, because the message is for all men, 
at all times, and in all things. (8) 

2. The Light. When we receive Christ as the 
“Word,” we begin to see the Light of Life. He re- 
veals sin, self, and God; he gives life, mental, moral, 
and spiritual; he purifies our character and conduct; 
he beautifies life and the world; and he gladdens all 
who accept hini. 

3. The Son. Having received Christ as “Word” 
and “Light,” we become sons of God (v. 12), which 
means restoration to the position lost by sin; near- 
ness to God; character, obedience, and dignity. 

It is important to remember that all this is due to 
our (a) receiving “him” (not it),’a living, loving, 
Divine Person. (b) And it also means that we 
“receive” him, which is resting entirely upon him by 
simple trust (v. 12). (c) Most important of all is 
the solemn limitation of this opportunity, “to as many 
as.” It is for us to ask ourselves whether we have 
thus “received him.” 


IV. The Lesson Outlined 
1. The Divine Word (vs. 1-5). 
15-18). al 
(a) His position (v. 1). 
(b) His relationships (vs. 2-4). 
(c) His activity (v. 5). 
2. The Divine Light (vs. 6-13). 
4-6). 
(a) His witness (vs. 6-8). 
(b) His coming (v. 9). 
(c) His reception (vs. 10-13). 
3. The Divine Son (vs. 14-18). Grace (Eph. 1: 
6-14). 
(a) The condescension (v. 14). 
(b) The reality (vs. 14-17). 
(c) The message (v. 18). 
Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgwa, 


Godhead (Col. 1: 


Glory (2 Cor. 3: 


God’s Idea.—/n the beginning was the Word (v. 1). 
Did you ever lie abed—or perhaps sit out on the fence 
under the stars—and try to think yourself back over 
the trail of time? There is father. He had a father. 
Grandfather had a father and a great-grandfather. 
And so on back across the sea. And back across 
Europe. And back to India. And back to Noah. 
And back to Adam the first of us. And there we are! 
There can be no possible mistake about it. And back 
of Adam is God. Yes, but where did God come from? 
Who started God? And right there this much- 
boasted intellect of ours stops still. If we keep on 
thinking about it, keep on hammering our brains 
against this impregnable curtain the poor old brains 
will break to pieces and we will land in an asylum. 
So take God’s word for things and let it go at that 
(1 Cor. 2:11;.Rom. 11:33; Job 11:7). He says, 
“In the beginning was the Word.” -A word is an idea 
on. wings: It goes somewhere. Jesus is God’s Word. 
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God’s idea is love. Jesus is the expression of God’s 
love. God’s love with wings. I am here on the cars 
going up the Hudson River, and with pad on knee 
am putting my ideas into words. If I write a little 
poem it is mine. My words are my children. It 
hurts me when the editor sometimes massacres 
them! God called his love his Son. Now comes the 
amazing thing of it all, the ennobling mystery of it 
all. We too are God’s words because we too are the 
sons of God (1 John 3:2). (1) 


The Dictionary.—The. life was the light of men 
(v. 4). I used to know a queer old fellow. can- 
vasser came to sell him a recently published dis- 
tionary, greatly vaunted. “Will I buy one! Has it 
got the definition for everything in it?” he asked. 
Sure. Only complete dictionary ever produced. 
Latest production of the highest scholarship,” said 
the book agent. oi what i'm looking for. Bring 
it around,” said old Burton. It came around on a 
wheelbarrow. “Now let us see what electricity is!” 
Silence. “Poetry!” Silence. “Light!” Silence. 
“Life!” Silence. “I thought you said your new dic- 
tionary had the definitions in it. Why, it is no better 
than my good old Webster.” Nobody knows what 
light is. If 1 could just find out what light is to-day 
I would be a multi-millionaire to-morrow. I would 
know the secret of the firefly and the glow-worm, 
and could hang lamps on the streets and in the houses 
that would give light without heat. Yes, what is life? 
What is the secret of that also? All that man can 
do to life is to snuff it out. God has kept this mys- 
terious thing right in his own hands. You are won- 
derfully smart, professor, but what do you really 
KNow, after all? This old Book with God’s say so, 
together with the promptings of our own hearts, is 
good enough for plain iron-workers like us. You 
are fooling no_one but schoolboys, because these have 
not yet seen life! 


In the Mohawk Valley.—That he might bear wit- 
ness of the light (v. 7).: I am in the Mohawk. Valley 
on my way to Ilion, N. Y., the town where the type- 
writer was born and brought up. The valley is all 
white with snow. The trees are leafless and asleep, 
all except the friendly pines who never cease to clap 
their hands and cheer us on our way. It is winter, 
cold, dreary, and uncomfortable. Yet this old world 
of ours is three million miles nearer the big hot sun 
now than it was last summer when I was here in the 
beautiful blooming valley. The whole coldness comes 
from the fact that Madame Mohawk Valley has 
turned her face.away from her good warm friend 
Old Sol. In the time of John the Baptist the world 
was asleep and cold and miserable. Some of the best 
folks wished they were dead. Thousands made the 
wish good. Yet the world was nearer heaven than 
ever before, because the fulness of time had arrived. 
But all men had turned away from God. Even his 
own chosen people. So John had to be sent to 
awaken a sin-frozen world and turn it toward the 
Great Warm Sun (Mal. 4: 2; Luke 1: 78, marg.). John 
was not the light. He was a great noise, a great 
sound, Chanticleer. A voice shouting in the fields 
heralding the dawn. And the world rubbed its eyes 
and began to get up and get dressed. To get ready 
for the warm Sun of Righteousness to reach across 
the valley those healing wings bringing salvation to 
a shivering world. ° 


“Father.”—As many as received him, to them gave 
he the right to become children of God (v. 12). The 
old King James scholars translated the word 
“power.” The revisers have made it “right.” Prob- 
ably neither has exactly hit the meaning. We are 
simply overwhelmed when we take a good look at 
ourselves under the microscope of a heaven-touched 
consciousness and see how soiled we are. “Filthy 
rags” (Isa. 64:6). And to think of being told we 
are the sons of God (Rom. 8:14). A part of God’s 
very word as we saw in the first paragraph. No 
wonder the scholars are puzzled for the proper word 
to express the Greck, and know not whether we get 
our sonship by a power, a right, or how. I do not 
know just how I am wrapped up in my father. I do 
not know why I look like him, why I remind some 
folks of him, why I share his business with him, why 
I live with him. What is more to the point, I do 
not care enough to make any inquiry or speculation 
in the matter. It is enough for me to know my 
father is Craig Ridgway and I am his son, “Will.” 
It only remains for me to be the most loving, most 
trusting, most obedient, most kind, most thoughtful 
son I know how. We can only understand and ap- 
preciate the heaven to which we are going in the 
terms of the earth where we now are. 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


For the teacher training class that is willing to do 
even a little real work “Training the Teacher,” by 
Dr. Schauffler, Mrs. Lamoreaux, Dr. Brumbaugh, and 
Marion Lawrance is the needed manual in the First 
Standard Course. If you order now at fifty cents 
(thirty-five cents in paper) from The Sunday School 
Times Company, your copy will come dut of the sixty- 
fourth thousand. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. 9 not 
submit ilwstrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


PR my ng yy 
stand a Petter” chance of than 
illustrations on the Golden T: 

His Name.—There came a man, sent 
from God, whose name was John (v. 6). 
A story has come down to us from the 
days of Wesley concerning his work 
among the miners of Cornwall. Whole 
villages were transformed from a gam- 
bling, swearing, and Sabbath-breaking 
people to men and women of sobriety 
and godliness. In every home was to 
be found a picture of John Wesley, the 
man whom they all loved. One day a 
stranger visiting one of those humble 
homes seeing John Wesley’s picture on 
the wall said, “Whose picture is that?” 
The old miner reverently lifted his hat 
and said, “There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John.”—From the 
Christian Advocate. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


Our Business.—Bear witness of the 
light (v. 7). Passing a big department 
store one morning I obeyed an unpre- 
meditated impulse to go in and speak to 
the proprietor on the subject of per- 
nl religion. Finding him, I said: 
“Mr. T., I’ve talked beds and carpets and 
bookcases with you, but I’ve never 
talked my business with you. Would 
you give me a few minutes to do so?” 

e led me into his private office, and I 
took my Testament from my pocket and 
showed him passage after passage, 
bringing his duty’to accept Jesus Christ 
plainly before -him.. Finally. the tears 
began, to roll down his cheeks, and he 
said to mez “I’m ‘seventy years of age. 
I was born in this city, and more than 
a hundred ministers, and more than five 
hundred church officers, have known me 
as’ you have, to do business with, but in 
all those years you are the only man who 
ever spoke to me about my soul.” Why 
not have “office evangelism”? Meet a 
man by appointment in his office, and 
go without apology as you “bear witness 
of the light.”"—From Rev. Bowley Green. 
Sent by Burton H. Winslow, Saco, Me. 


- The Jew’s Answer.—The same came 
for witness, that he might bear witness 
of the light (v. 7). A certain fashion- 
able family, whose residence was near 
a church whose members worshiped God 
with great enthusiasm, drew up a pe- 
tition to present to the city council 
stating that the church was a disturber 
of the peace. Thinking, of course, that 
a Jew would be quick to sign it, they 
took it first to him. But he said: “Gen- 
tlemen, I cannot sign it. If I believed as 
do these Christians, that my Messiah had 
come, I would shout it from every 
housetop and on every street in this 
city with all the enthusiasm I could 
command—and nobody could stop me.” 
—From Onward. Sent by Mrs. J. F. 
Chapman, Cannington, Ont., Can. The 
prise for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. 


Jesus Only.—He was not the light, but 
came that he might bear witness of the 
light (v. 8). Dr. J. H. Jowett tells us 
that one Sunday he went to a camp- 
meeting outside New York at which he 
was to speak, when one engaging in 
prayer said: “O Lord, we thank thee 
for our brother. 
Reveal thyself."—From the Sunday at 
— Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, 

ng. 





When Unappreciated.—He came unto 
his own, and they that were his own re- 
ceived him not (v. 11). An _ older 
woman said to a young Sunday-school 
~teacher, discouraged over her failure to 
find appreciation and _ responsiveness: 
“My dear, do you. remember that in a 
meeting of Hampton students following 
the funeral of General Armstrong, one 
of the colored: students said that he had 


Now blot him out. |. 


; “Uncle Mose,” 
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never believed in the sincerity of the | 
General until he learned that he had 
given directions that his body should 
be buried in the next grave to that of 


the last dead colored student?” And 
then the woman added: “Oh, the 
cruelty of it and the pity of it! And 


yet how natural it was! If you over- 
come your own prejudice and go to 
work among any people, you have gone 
a mile; but you must go twain; for you 
then encounter their prejudice, quite as 
deep, more unreasoning, and perhaps 
with more to justify it. When you go 
down to work in the slums, you go but 
half way when you have conquered your 
own pride enough to go; you.must go 
farther and conquer their pride, just as 
arrogant as yours, and more given to 
suspicion. My. dear, we are not the first 
who have found it so. .The saddest 
words written in human history are of 
One who ‘came unto his own, and they 
that were his own received him not.’ ”— 
ar by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, 
onn, 


Had Become Truthful.—As many as 
received him, to them gave he the right 
to become children of God (v. 12). 
said a drummer, ad- 
dressing an old colored man seated on 
a drygoods box in front of the village 
store, “they tell me that you remember 
seeing George Washington—am I mis- 
taken?” “Well, sah,” said Uncle Mose. 
“T uster ’member see’n’ him, but I done 
fo’got since I j’ned de chu’ch.”—From 


The Expositor. Sent by Rev. T. 
De Courcy Rayner, Hamilton, Ont., 
Can. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D. D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


ND THE Word was God (v. 1). 

The Jews described the word of proph- 
ecy, the audible revelation of God’s will 
to a chosen individual, as “the daughter 
of a voice.” He who heard it could say, 
“Thus saith the Lord.” The law of 
Moses, though preserved in the form of 
a written book, is still always regarded 
by them as a spoken word, and in the 
synagogue if the Hebrew reader makes 
a mistake even of the most insignificant 
nature, the altering. of “a jot or tittle,” 
whosoever notices tke fact must at once 
call out the correction, as he would 
otherwise be also guilty of altering the 
spoken message of God. In Christ as 
the Word, God was speaking continually 
and perfectly. (1) 

The light shineth in the darkness (v. 
5). In the East, bright light and dark 
shadow are always together. When the 
resident in the East returns to England 
or America, he cften has a weird feeling 
of walking in a land of dreams and 
phantoms, because he sees before him 
men, women,:and children moving in 
the gray distributed light, and even the 
lamp-posts are standing in the streets 
without casting any sharp dark shadows. 

A man sent from God (v. 6).- In the 
East, theories and philosophies have lit- 
tle value unless it can be claimed for 
them that they came from God. Part of 
the watchword of Islam is the proclama- 
tion that Mohammed was his prophet or 
messenger. “ihe message was brought 
to him by the prophet who copied it 
from the table in front of the throne of 
God. It was therefore claimed to be a 
revelation from above, and the prophet 
was merely a voice. 


In Oriental Lesson Lights of Sep- 





tember 16, by way of illustrating the 
fact that in the East the bond of a 
common religious name controls and | 
displaces every other consideration, it | 
was mentioned that if a Christian and | 
a Moslem are jointly entrusted with 
any work there is little danger of 
their defrauding their employer, as 
religious antipathy and mutual dis- 
trust prevent confidence and collusion. 
One of the numerous and widely scat- 
tered readers of: The Sunday School 
Times; a Coptic Christian: in Cairo 





Post-office, writes me that in applying | 
the above principle to the Egyptian 
Postal Administration my information 
was not true. I am pleased to be able 
to announce this correction. rge 
M. Mackie. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
ve 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
at this beginning of the new year we turn 
to thee for life and light. Thou hast pro- 
vided blessings for us beyond anything that 
we can ask or think, and we pray that we 
may be ready to receive them as travelers 
upon a long journey accept their equipment 
for the road. We thank thee that we are 
not to stare with straining eyes into the 
dark distance to catch just a little gleam of 


light from thee, but that we are to walk in| 


the warm and life-giving light of thy daily 
presence. May this new year abound in new 
fellowship with thee. We ask this in thy 
life-giving name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Those who have 
experimented a great deal with certain 
kinds of plants have found that parts of 
a plant can be made to grow larger than 
other parts by turning them toward the 
light. You have tried it yourself with 
plants, perhaps, that were in a- place a 
little too dark for them, when, by mov- 
ing them out into the sunlight you have 
seen them come to life again and grow. 

Plants themselves will struggle up 
toward the light, if there is the least 
chance for them to do so. It isn’t 
strange, is it, that folks should also love 
the light and thrive in it? Of course if 
they don’t want to let their lives come 
out into glorious fulness, they prefer the 
darkness. If we have anything in our 
lives that we want to cover up, we are 
afraid of the light. Sometimes the very 
best policeman on a dark street is a 
bright electric light. Any boy or any 
girl in this room who. wants to have the 
utmost fulness of life, who wants to 
know what real life is, can only do so 
by turning toward Him who is the very 
light and the very life that every one 
of us most needs. 

A. dear little three-year-old boy who 
had lost his sight through an accident 
could not at first get used to being in 
the dark. He did not realize what had 
occurred, so day after day he used to 
plead with his mother: “Mother, take 
me out into the light! Take me out into 
the light!” That same little boy never 
regained his eyesight, but he became a 
very great organist and served God 
throughout a long life, until one Easter 
Day he went to be with Christ, and I am 
sure what he saw must have made up 
for all the years of darkness upon the 


earth. Some of us simply blind our- 
selves. We will not look toward the 
light. May this new year change all 


that in us as we to-day face toward 
Christ, who longs to give us life and 
light in their fulness. 





JESUS IS THE LE; 
IS HE MINE? 











Is there any one here who has not an- 
swered that question by turning to 
Christ as life and light? Why not do it 
to-day? Will the pastor lead us in 
prayer? 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“How sweet the name of Jesus sounds.” 
* Jesus, lover of my soul.” 

“Light of light, enlighten me.” 

“O Christ, our true and only light.” 
“Out of my bondage, sorrow and night.” 
“The light of the world is Jesus.” 
“Thou, whose almighty word.” 

“ Walk in the light, so shalt thou know.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 27 : 1-14 (57 : 1-3). 
Psalm 19 : 1-14 (33 : 1-4). 
Psalm 16: 1-11 (26: 1-4). 
Psalm 23: 1-6 (46: 1-5). 
Psalm 36: 1-10 (75 : 1-3). 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 
HE Underwood Travel System, 
which has been furnishing the arti- 

cles describing the stereographs of the 
Lesson Scenes, has arranged a very fine 
series of such stereographs on the les- 
sons for 1917, while the descriptive arti- 
cle specially prepared for lesson -helps 
(such as appeared in The Sunday School 
Times) will not be continued. On the 
back of each lesson picture, or stereo- 
graph, is a full and vividly interesting 
description of the scene, such as has 
been regularly appearing in The Sunday 
School Times: 

The places to be visited during the 
first six months of 1917, on the lessons 
in the Gospel of John, are the following 
(the identifying number of the stereo- 
| graph, to be used when ordering, ac- 
| companies each): 


First Quarter: Gospel of John 
(11 places) 
January 7. Jesus the Life and Light of Men 
| (John 1: 1-18). 10887.—Lower bed of Jordan, 
| N. W. from Moab cliffs to Judean high- 
lands. 
January 14. 
(John 1: 19-34). 
Jordan, 
January 21. First Disciples of the Lord 
Jesus (John 1: 35-51). 10843.—Followers of 
Peter’s old trade, emptying nets on the 
shore of Galilee. 


January 28. Reverence of Jesus for his 
Father’s House (John 2: 13-22). 11399.— 
A money-changer and his patrons inside 
the Jaffa gate. 

February 4. Jesus the Saviour of the World 
(John 3: 1-21). 10579.—From the Temple 
Area S. W. over modern Jewish district of 





John the Baptist and Jesus 
3126.—Baptizing in the 


Jerusalem. 
February 1. Jesus and the Woman of 
Samaria (John 4: 1-29). 11390.—Mount 


Gerizim where the Samaritans worshiped, 
S. W. from entrance to Jacob's well. 


February 18. Jesus Heals a Nobleman’s Son 
(John 4: 43-54). 3196—In the court of a 
village home, Cana of Galilee. 

February 25. Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda 
(John 5: 1-15). 3109-——-The Dome of the 
Rock, where the Temple Altar stood; Mount 
Moriah. 


March 4. Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 
(John 6: 1-21). 10884.—Plain of Genesaret 
and the sea, north from above Magdala to 
Upper Galilee. 

March 11. Jesus the Bread of Life (John 
6 : 22-40). 3163.—Life on the shore of Gali- 
lee at Tiberias. 

March 18. Jesus Saves from Sin (Temper- 
ance Lesson) (John 8: 12, 28-37, 56-59). 
10976.—Pilgrims in the Temple Area; north 
from El Aksa to the Dome of the Rock. 

March 25. Review. 


Second Quarter: Gospel of John 
(12 places) 

April 1. Jesus Gives Sight to the Blind 
(John 9: 1-38). 3207.—The Pool of Siloam 
outside Jerusalem. 

April 8. Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 
(John 11 : 17-44). 3206.—Bethany, where our 
Lord was anointed. 

April 15. Jesus the Good Shepherd (John 
10: 1-18), 11394.—A shepherd in David's 
home country, leading the flock over the 
Judean hills. 


April 22. Jesus Anointed at Bethany (John 
12: 1-11). 3%6.—Ruins of the home of 
Mary and Martha at Bethany. 

April 29. Jesus Welcomed as King (John 
12 > 12-26). 3097.—Jerusalem the city of thc 
Great King, seen from the Mount of Olives. 

May 6. Jesus the Servant of All (John 
13: 1-17). jo91.—Jerusalem and the Mount 
of Olives, east from the Latin Hospice. 

May 13. Jesus the True Vine (John 15 : 1-16). 
11084.—Vineyards and a watch-tower at 
Bethlehem. ° 

May 20. The Importance of Self-Control 
(Temperance Lesson) (Isaiah 28: 1-13). 
10850.—Little folks studying at a village 
school in Ramah. 

May 27. The Holy Spirit and His Work 
(John 15:26 to 16: 14). 10963.—Crowded 
bazar and thoroughfare of David Street; 
view east to Olivet. ’ 

June 3. Jesus Betrayed and Denied (John 
18: 1-18). 3114.—Ancient olive trees, Gar- 
den of Gethsemane. 

June ro. Jesus Crucified (John 19: 16-30). 
3105.—The New Calvary outside the Damas- 
cus Gate, seen from the northern wall. 

June 17. The Risen Lord (John 20: 1-18). 
10979.—Rock-hewn tomb in a cliff outside 
Jerusalem, probable tomb of Jesus. 

June 24. Review. 


The above views may be had ‘either 
as stereographs (for use in class or home 








a ce — 














LESS YN FOR JAN. 7 (John x : 1-18) 


with the stereoscope), or as lantern 
slides, at the following prices: 


Stereographs, $2.20 per dozen; 20 cents 
Stereoscopes, $1.10 each. 


A complete set of 48 stereographs for 
the 1917 International Uniform Lessons 
will be furnished in an attractive case 
for $8.80. 





The full descriptions of the views, 
with Bible references, etc., which are 
pasted on the back. of the stereographs, 
are supplied with the slides on separate 
slips of paper. 

Orders are to be sent to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


[ Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A personal word from Mrs. Bryner, tell- 
ing of a change in her Sunday-school field 
work, will be found on page 782. The 
Editor is glad to announce that this 
change will not interrupt Mrs. Bryner’s 
teaching guidance on the International 
Uniform Lessons for the many Primary 
teachers who welcome her help here. She 
will continue with the 1917 Lessons in 
the Gospel of John. 








PLAN For JANUARY 7 AND 14.—Prob- 

ably at Christmas wise teachers sub- 
stituted, or added through song and 
story, the New Testament Christmas 
message. In preference to John 1: 1-34, 
it will result better with children to de- 
vote two Sundays to stories selected 
from the first and second chapters of 
Matthew and Luke, substituting as 
memory verses, for January 7: Thou 
shalt call his name Jesus (Matt. 1: 21b) ; 
and for January 14: He shall save his 
people from their sins (Matt. 1: 21c). 

Introduction.—This is the first Sunday 
of—? (1917). We wish one another—? 
A Happy New Year. During this year 
each of us will count another year of 
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God sent his angel to pick out a beau- 
tiful young mother, named Mary, to take 
care of baby Jesus in the home of her 
husband, Joseph, in Nazareth. The 
angel said to them, Thou shalt cal: his 
name Jesus (Matt. 1: 20-25). 

Baby Jesus came when they were vis- 
iting in Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-7). In 
him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. Shepherds out of doors saw 
the light in the sky at night. They went 
to find the baby ang (Luke 2: 8-20). 
Wise men heard about him, too, and fol- 
lowed the star until they found the baby 
Jesus in Bethlehem (Matt. 2: 1-12). 
They worshiped him, and, opening their 
treasures, they offered unto him gifts. 

Hand-work.—Make a star, and write: 
Thou shalt call his name Jesus. 

CHICAGO. 

ve 


My Class of Girls 


By Miss Bernice Frederick 


6 Ne agra are urged never to read 
the suggestions of this column until 
after they have carefully studied the ma- 
terial offered in the general lesson arti- 
cles in this issue, and have read any 
other special articles on the lesson. 
After thus mastering the subject-matter, 
teachers should prayerfully consider the 
practical applications of the lesson and 
seek to bring these out in class by illus- 
trations, homely remarks, suggestions 
from everyday experiences, questions, 
discussions, etc., suitable to their girls. 


Christ, the Word, the Expression of 
God.—How many of you girls remem- 
ber the definition of a sentence? Yes, 
“the expression of a thought in words.” 
We couldn’t make much headway ex- 
pressing ourselves if we could only use 
signs, could we? And if we did not ex- 
press ourselves this would be a mighty 
uninteresting world, and we should be 
no better than beasts. So words (of all 
sorts and kinds) are the only means we 
have of letting each other know all our 


thoughts and feelings and wishes and} 


hopes and fears and likes and dislikes. 
Now we all know that what we think 
and feel really makes us what we are; 


so when we use words wé tell others 


just what we are, for we express our- 
selves. ; 

Do you see now why Christ is called 
the Word of God? He is the perfect 
expression of God—he is God. 

I wonder if we can run back over our 





life on earth, or if God calls any of us 
or our friends away it will mean the | 
beginning of a life 
Heaven, if we have loved him best of | 
all and tried to please him here on earth. | 

John wrote a book to tell how beauti- | 
ful and full of life Heaven is. (Refer | 
to tree, water, crown, and book of life.) | 

There was a wonderful life with God, 
in Heaven, which came to earth for a 
while, and went back to Heaven. John 
wrote another book to tell of this life 
of Jesus on earth. Jesus came to earth 
as a little child. Two of John’s friends, 
Matthew and Luke, had written stories 
about the child Jesus, which we want to 
talk about. John’s book says: God’s 
Word became flesh and dwelt on earth 
to show the glory of God. - 

No one had seen God, but many peo- 
ple saw Jesus. In him was life. 


The Story.—There are many kinds of 
life in our world, which Jesus helped 
God, the Father, to plan. We see grass, 
flowers, vegetables, bushes, and trees. 
That kind of life grows in the ground. 
There is a more wonderful kind which 
moves around—birds, insects, fishes, ani- 
mals, etc. Sing, 

“ All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, 


with him in| 





The Lord God made them all.” 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 


The life of people is most wonderful, 
and of all people who ever lived on 
earth Jesus was most wonderful. Jesus 
caine to show other people how God the | 
Father wanted them to live on earth. 

We like to tell how he came as a lit- 
tle child on that first glad Christmas: 








morning’s utterances and see what we 
have been to others. How have we been 
expressing ourselves? Maybe like this? 

“Oh, Mama, why didn’t you have the 
eggs poached? It burns my fingers so 
to take off the shell.” 

“Johnny, if you don’t stop trying on 
my new hat, I'll box your ears!” 

“I wish Father wasn’t home to-day, I 
wouldn’t go to Sunday-school. My fall 
coat is punk, and I haven’t my winter 
one fixed.” 

“Mother, will you please telephone to 
Mrs. C. that I am about ready? Thanks 
so much. I’m going by to get little 
‘Hazel for Sunday-school.” 

“Brother, you richly deserve having 
this new four-in-hand tied in a hard 
knot up under your too talky chin, for 
what you told last night, but as you are 
usually a pretty le scout I'll forgive 
you this time and do my best on it.” 

“Mother, now you be sure to start to 
church on time, for I’ll be home to see 
to Benny, and I'll take good care of him, 
too.” 

Jesus’ words always expressed love— 
and God is love. How about ourselves? 
Do we express Him—or some one else? 


Christ the Light of Men.—How many 
of you when in the “Primary” belonged 
to a little missionary band? Do you 
remember ever having a little exercise 
in which each carried a tiny candle, and 
as you sang about being light-bearers 
you marched around and lighted your 
candle at a large candle held by a much- 
beloved teacher? ‘And maybe yours 
happened to flicker out, and you began 
to cry, and would have spoiled the little 
service by a lusty wail had not that be- 
loved teacher hurried to you and lov- 
ingly lighted your candle again. 

Now, all of us who are Christians are 
bearers of Christ’s -light in this sin- 
darkened .world.. We..are supposed to 
carry this light always and everywhere, 
and if we do not, some one is going to 
stumble, and probably fall into serious, 
even fatal, danger. We must carry this 
light through every difficulty, around 
every: obstacle, and if perchance, in a 
moment of-temptation or doubt, it is ex- 
tinguished, all we have: to do is to cry 
unto our beloved Teacher and He will 
‘lovingly’ rum and relight it from his own 
eternal Light. Can we not fearlessly 
take ‘such a light into any walk of life, 
into any unexplored by-path where duty 
calls, through the broad, lighted street 
of happiness and the darkened alley- 
way of sorrow? 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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For Next Week’s Lesson 


1. Name _ several characteristics of 
John the Baptist that make him a par- 
ticularly attractive young man to girls 
of our day. 

2. What is a commendable attitude of 
disciple toward master as shown in 
verses 27 and 30? 

3. What did John lose by bearing wit- 
ness to the truth as he knew it? 

4. Give everyday examples of how 
we sometimes lose (or seem to) when 
we bear witness to the truth. 


Kansas Crirty, Mo. 
4 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


HAT first chapter of John seemed 

awfully dry when I first looked at it, 
but teacher brought out some good 
points. 

We didn’t know that the John who 
wrote this Gospel was not the John that 
this lesson tells about, till teacher caught 
us by asking a question about it. Now 
we'll remember. 

The lesson says, “There came a man 
sent from God whose name was John,” 
and that he came especially to tell peo- 
ple about Jesus. Now teacher believes 
that every boy is sent from God for 
some definite purpose. It may not be a 
big thing, as John’s was, but it is nec- 
essary to God’s plan. 

He says no boy ought to choose for 
his life work whatever is easiest or pays 
best. He thinks before we decide our 
calling we ought to pray: “Lord, show 
me what you have planned for me to 
do with my life.” Then by studying our 
talents and the needs of the world -we 
shall be, led to knew where God wants 
us, and can feel as truly called to our 
work, whatever it is, as the minister 
does to. his. 

To illustrate this teacher brought out 
a brick and had a dialogue with it. 
Fred held the brick in his hand and 
spoke for it. Bert represented the 
bricklayer. 

“TI must be used at the top of a gable,” 
declared the brick, “where there won’t 
be much weight on me. I’m looking for 
asnap. Or I would stand right over the 
main entrance where everybody can 
see me.” 

“No,” replied Bert, “if you are to be 
any use to me you must be willing to 
go wherever I need you, even if it is 
under the cornerstone, out of sight and 
beneath a crushing load.” 

Another verse that we talked about 
was where it says: “As many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he the right 
to become children of God.” Teacher 
said a man might offer one of us his 
friendship and his aid in getting an 
education, but his offer would do us no 
good if we did not receive him as our 
friend and benefactor. It is just so 
with Christ, and the younger we re- 
ceive him the better. Jesus is the friend 
of boys as well as of men. ' 

John the Baptist didn’t have any yel- 
low streak in him. The crowd at first 
took him for the whole thing, but he 
pushed Christ to the front and said: 
“He that cometh after me is become be- 
fore me, for he was before me.” 

Teacher told a story of a boy who 
had been captain of their basket-ball 
team for three years and thought he had 
a cinch on the place. Then a new fel- 
low moved into that town and entered 
high school. He was a cracker-jack of 


|a player, and they elected him captain 
| right away. That was a hard jolt for 


the old captain, but he was big enough 
inside not to let it make any difference. 
He did his best under the new leader 
and never got a bit sore. That was like 
John the Baptist. 

Teacher says whenever we are tempted 
to be jealous we can conquer it by the 
same power that was in John, the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 14, we found, was the Apostle 
John’s way of telling the Christmas 
story. “Dwelt” really means “taber- 
nacled” or “camped.” So Jesus came to 
earth to camp with us a while, the great, 
unselfish, helpful Scout Master. But we 
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must receive him, enrol in his troop, and 
take his oath. 


Home Study for Next Lesson 


How much may a boy boast about 
himself? (vs. 20-23.) 

What is more important than boost- 
ing ourselves? 

is it wrong to criticise one’s teacher, 
minister, etc.? (v. 27.) 

Show on map where John held his big 
camp-meeting (v. 28). 

Does turning over a new leaf forgive 
past sins? (v. 29.) 

Should a boy take orders that he does 
not understand? (v. 31.) 


Terre Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 














N AGAIN reading the late C. H. 
Spurgeon’s book, “The Interpreter,” | 
I have been arrested by the opening | 
paragraph to his preface. It reads as | 


follows: “Family Worship is one of | 
the greatest institutions. Among our 
Puritan ancestors it was universally 


maintained, and constituted an eminent 
feature of their home life. They would 
sooner have omitted a meal than have 
given up Morning or Evening Prayer. 
The benefits of their family worship in 
nurturing an intelligent piety, in influ- 
encing the children, and in sanctifying 
the whole household are often noted in 
their biographies. It is greatly to be 
feared that Family Worship is not now 
so general as it once was; and where 
the form of. it is still kept up, its vital- | 
ity is not so vigorous as we could desire. | 
This is greatly to be lamented, and 
every means should be used to remedy 
the evil. We cannot afford, in these 
days of insidious error and abounding 
temptation, to neglect any means of 
training our households in the fear of 
the Lord.” 

Many good resolutions are being, 
made at the opening of the New Year, 
and we cannot do better than resolve by 
Divine grace that with us Family Wor- 
ship shall be an institution during 1917. 

Entering upon the new readings for 
the year let us plead that the Spirit of | 
God may give us to know the inner | 
meaning of his Word. | 





January 1 to 7 
Mon.—John 1: 1-9. Jesus the Life and Light 
of Men. 

All true life is light. When Christ | 
enters into a life it begins to glow and 
shine. Our mental, moral, and spiritual 
beings will be illuminated by his in- 
dwelling, and others will observe the’ 
light, for as Jesus could not be hid 
neither can his followers. “Arise, 
shine! for thy light is come.” 

“Prayer Suacestions: The New Year 
presents a new call to consecration and 

1Association Press, 124° East 28th Street, | 
New York City, $4.50 to $15. 


| she will not be Superintendent of our 
| Elementary 


| ciation (Mallers Building, Chicago). 


| tered throughout North America than 
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devotion. Pray that the old ways and 

old habits detrimental to spiritual ad- 

vance may be left behind, and that the 

year now entered may be one of soul 

onwardness. Pray for an increase in 

ane paeunrer of od and of his Holy 
ord. 


Tues.—John 1: 10-18. The Word Made Flesh. 
The incarnation is a profound mys- 


tery. No compass can measure the dis- 
tance between these two extremes—the 





Word and flesh. The Word, the Eternal 
Son of God. Flesh, frail, weak, and 
trembling ; yet _we read “the Word be- 
came flesh.” What love! what amazing 
condescension! He is made like unto 
his brethren. 

Prayer Succestions: The New Year’ 
opens with the European Continent still 
drenched in blood. Pray that this pain- | 
ful and soul-racking war may end. Pray 
that the spirit of Christ may triumph | 
over selfish and lordly ambitions, and | 
that lust and greed and carnal passions, | 
so dominant in this war, may be sub-' 
dued and conquered by the power of | 
Christ. 


eet 1: 1-8 Revelation Through the 


{ 

The earlier revelation took on many 
forms. Type, ceremony, vision, parable, | 
and institution. All in turn served to. 
make God known, but in Jesus we see, 
far more of God than in all “the divers | 
portions” and prophetic teachings of the | 
past. The limited and partial is done 
away and we have the full-orbed reve- ' 
lation. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray especially 
for our homes and for the home life of 
the great American Continent. -Pray 
that the home which is the bulwark of 
the nation may be sanctified by faith and 
prayer. For God’s blessing to rest upon 
every family altar, and for a great in- 
crease in the observance of Family 
Worship. 

Thurs.—2 Tim. 1: 3-14. Gospel of Life. 


How Paul’s soul glows as he de- 
scribes the glories of the Gospel, eternal 
in its purpose and matchless in_ its 
achievements. “He sits on the brink of . 
the grave and sings of one who hath 
abolished death.” Only faith in the 
resurrection could suggest such triumph. 

Prayer Suacestions: Prgy for all 
foreign missionaries. That the New 
Year may witness new advances in all 
missionary centers. Pray for the Sudan, 
“the land of the blacks.” For the sev- | 


| Christ needed among Christians. 
| we never fan the flames of party feel- 


eral distinct peoples, the Hausas and the 
Fulani. Pray for the Sudan United 
Mission, and for the efforts of the mis- 
sionaries to put portions of the Scrip- 
tures into the hands of the various 
tribes. 

Fri.—Mark 10: 17-22. Refusing Life. 


The young man could not stand the 
test. He thought he loved God su- 
premely, but soon discovered he did not. 
A man who travels so far along the 
road to eternal life as he, can scarcel 
thereafter walk the broad road of sel- 
fishness and death with satisfaction. 

Prayer Suaccestions: Pray for the 
President of the United States, his 
Cabinet, the House and Senate, the Su- 
preme and Federal Judges, State Gov- 
ernments and Governors, State Legisla- 
tors, and all Judges and Courts of Law; 
that all may be true and faithful, and 
that just legislation may characterize 
the nation, whereby righteousness shall 
flourish. 


Sat.—Luke 7: 11-17. Power Over Death. 


The young as well as the old die. The 
difference between the old and the 
young is that death is in the face of the 
old and it is at the back of the young, 
but it is there nevertheless. As Christ 
raised to life the widow’s son, so can 
he give spiritual life to those of this 
family who are dead in sin. 


Prayer SuccestTions: Pray for the 
Jews who are in distress on account of 
the European War. For all relief work 
among the suffering Jews in the Eastern 
war zone. For a large liberality to be 
expressed on behalf of suffering Israel, 
and that soon a permanent deliverance 
may reach the afflicted children of Abra- 
ham. 


Sun.—Phil. 2: 1-11. The Mind of Christ. 


Jesus is the Divine Example of self- 
denial. How urgently is the mind of 
May 


ing, but always seek to increase the holy 
affection of our brethren; only then 
shall we fulfil the good pleasure of the 
Lord. 
PraYER SuGcestions: Pray that this 
first Lord’s Day of 1917 may be one of 
rich blessing to the soul. Seek a new 


anointing of the Spirit of God for ser- 


vice and for sanctification. Pray for 
grace to appropriate grace out of God’s 
resources, which never diminish with the 
lapse of time. 

New York City. 





[ Ms, Bryner and Mrs. Baldwin 





A word from the International Sunday 
School Association. 


T IS with deep regret that we an- 

nounce that Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
is to terminate her active services with 
the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation as Superintendent of the Ele- 
mentary Division, on pney I, 1917. 
We are exceedingiy glad, -however, to 
state that she is still -to be connected 
with us in a semi-official way. While 


Division, she will never- 
theless occupy the position of an Aux- 
iliary Field Worker and will be avail- 
able for considerable convention work. 
Those desiring her services in this ca- 
pacity may correspond with the office of 
the International Sunday School Asso- 


Our Association has enjoyed the 
efficient and self-sacrificing services of 
Mrs. Bryner since February, 1903. Dur- 
ing that time she has traveled almost 
continuously throughout the length and 
breadth of our great field, and wherever 
she has gone she has been a blessing 
to the people, not only from the stand- 
point of the work, but also because of 
her strong Christian personality. No 
member of our International staff has 
a larger circle of warm friends scat- 





Mrs. Bryner, and surely no one of them 
is more deserving than herself. 

It isa pleasure to announce that Mrs. 
Maud Junkin Baldwin, who for the past 
five and a half years has been Elemen- 
tary Superintendent of the Pennsylva- 
nia State Sabbath School Association, 
and prior to that Superintendent of the 
Elementary -work in Indiana, has ac- 
cepted the call to become the Elemen- 
tary. Superintendent of the International 
Sunday School Association, beginning 
her services January 1, 1917. 

E. K. Warren, President; 

Frep A. WE Ls, Chairman; 

Marion LAwRANCE, 
General Secretary. 


w 
Mrs. Bryner’s Personal Word 





To my Associates in the 
International Field: 


ror twenty years the privilege has 
been mine of going to and fro, up 
and down in all parts of the country to 
meet the earnest, devoted Sunday- 
school workers who have attended the 
Conventions, Schools of Methods, and 
other gatherings. Since 1899 my trav- 
eling has been largely for the interests 
of the International Sunday School 
Association, although it was not until 


: A 
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1903 that an appointment for full time 
was made. Since then, my service has 
aon + continuous in the International 
eld. 

Every State and Province has been 
visited for the work’s sake. 
ships and fellowship which resulted 
have brought rich blessings to my own 
life to be treasured in the years to 
come. There have been great oppor- 
tunities for service in co-operation with 
the big brotherhood of associates among 
the International workers and the Gen- 
eral Secretaries of the States and 
Provinces. Most of them I have known 
personally from the time of their ap- 
pointments. 

For the past eight years the big sister- 
hood of Elementary Superintendents 
has brought thanksgiving and joy for 
the progress of the work of the Ele- 
mentary Division because of their hearty 
co-operation and earnest endeavors. 

While my interest in the work and 
workers is just as strong as ever, there 
are several reasons which have led to 
my decision that the time has come 
when the responsibility of the position 
which was entrusted to me should be 
given to another. Since the Home-going 
of my sister, Mrs. Stevens, I have felt 
that once again, after these many years, 
I should share the companionship of the 
mother and younger sister in the Peoria 
home which I could not do and continue 
as Superintendent of the Elementary 
Division. It is yrobable that in the 
general field work I may meet my Sun- 
day-school friends occasionally. 

it gives me great satisfaction in an- 
ticipation of the future progress of the 
Elementary Division that it is one of 
my associates who will assume the re- 
sponsibilities of its supervision. As 
Elementary Superintendent of Indiana 
and Pennsylvania, Mrs. Maud Junkin 
Baldwin has done a splendid work. She 
will contribute new plans from the rich 
experiences of her labors and is ‘no 
stranger to many parts of the field, for 
she has already worked in fourteen of 
our States and Provinces, has attended 
four International Sunday School Con- 
ventions and the World’s Convention at 
Washington, D. C. 

All that I can ask is that the same 
hearty co-operation may be awarded to 
her as has been given to me. 

With gratitude for past privileges and 
with earnest prayers for increased 
blessings to the work in the future, 


Faithfully your friend, 
Mary Foster BryNer. 


4 
Mrs. Baldwin’s Personal Word 


To my Fellow Sunday-school Workers 
in the International Field: 


AST July a letter came to me from 

the International office. It was like a 
thunderbolt out of a clear sky. It re- 
vealed the fact that Mrs. Bryner had 
resigned, and asked if I would consider 
a call to carry on the work of the Ele- 
mentary Division of the International 
Sunday School Association. Later on 
the official call came. During the inter- 
vening days I had time for thought and 
prayer, and in September I accepted the 
call, which seemed to indicate God's 
will for me. On January 2, therefore, I 
shall begin my new work. 

As I look over the International field 
and its opportunities for service, it is 
with some hesitation that I think of 
trying to help direct the work which my 
esteemed friend, Mrs. Bryner, has done 
so successfully. Yet I am encouraged 
by the fact that I believe His grace is 
sufficient for me; by the knowledge that 
Mrs. Bryner will be a member of the 
Elementary Advisory Committee; and 
by the belief that you will help me with 
your prayers, your advice, and your 
loyalty. It is needless to say that any- 
thing that stands for bettering child life 
will have my hearty support, and that I 
am looking forward to loving friend- 
ship with every State and Provincial 
Elementary Superintendent and to co- 
operation with the General Secretaries. 


Very sincerely yours, 
Maup JunKkin BaAtpwin. 





The friend-- 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 7 (John: : 1-18) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, January 7 
Are You Evading Moral Issues? (Matt. 
12: 22-30.) Sige. 
(Consecration Meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

Mon.—Pilate’s evasion (Luke 23: 6, 7, 
13-24). 

Tues.—Fear the cause of evasion (John 
7 : 11-13). 

Wed.—Aaron’s failure (Exod. 32: 1-6). 

Thurs.—God not deceived (Gal. 6: 7, 8). 

Fri—A clear-cut issue (1 Cor. 10 : 21; 22). 

Sat.—A single heart (Jas. 4: 7, 8) 











How: does the Bible reveal right and 
wrong? 

Why must we choose between right and 
wrong? 

Why does following Christ keep us always 
right? 


HRIST will be welcomed or avoided 

by us this New Year according as 
we desire or dislike the clarifying and 
tightening of moral issues. if we want 
the lines of right and wrong bedimmed 
and the sense of duty relaxed Christ 
will not be popular with us. But if we 
waht to have every question illumined 
in its moral character and tendencies, 
to see the line of division between right 
and wrong stand out sharp and clear, 
to feel the obligation of duty as some- 
thing intense and gripping, then we shall 
cleave to Christ this New Year (John 
3:20, 21). “ 


The land is too full of cuttlefish-men 
who darken the waters around them in 
order that in the darkened water their 
movements may be concealed. : Some- 
times it is simply words with which they 
seek to confuse us. Sometimes it is 
sophistry. Sometimes it is argument, 
which they convince themselves is sound 
by those processes of self-deception 
which are the more dangerous because 
they are so common and because they 
appear in some of the outstanding lead- 
ers of America to-day. All these doings 
and the men who do them are morally 


injurious to the nation. It is clear, sun- |’ 


lit life that the nation needs, lived by 
men who put truth and service above 
selfishness and partisanship and who 
walk the straight line of loyalty to God 
and his steadfastness. 
He 
Many good people evade moral issues 
in the way and in the spirit in which 
Gamaliel evaded them. He was a large- 
minded and tolerant man. He discour- 
aged persecution and violence. He ad- 
vised that the apostles be let alone. If 
their doctrine was false it would fail, 
if it was true no persecution or violence 
could destroy it. “Let time decide,” said 
he, and then he avoided making any de- 
cision himself and remained in his own 
comfort and ‘security while other men 
faced the issues and decided and did the 
‘work of laying the new faith into the 
life of the world. “Perhaps these 
fanatics and devotees are right,” men 
say to-day of the advocates of foreign 
missions, or of social reforms, or of 
world peace, or of any of the ideals 
which are in advance of life, “but we 
will wait and see whether the proposi- 
tions are right or whether time will not 
work the needed work without the fury 
of these who would turn the world up- 
side down.” is 


This doctrine is comfortable and 
sleek. It produces no martyrs. It 
kindles no fires. There is too much of 
it. Of course there are enthusiasts who 
do harm, but the best way to control 
them is not to. meet them with a stand- 
pat morality which unloads the duty of 
progress upon time, but to swallow them 
up in the steady, unflinching but unhur- 


ried movement -of -men- who-take things | 


as they come to them, apply the law of 
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God’s character to them, and then and 
there accept and declare the judgment 
of that character upon them and act in 
the omnipotent power of it. 


ve 
The Psalmist speaks of men of whom 
he says that God was not in all their 
thoughts. Our need is for men who 
have God in every thought and who see 
every act in relation to God’s righteous- 
ness. 


To escape any human shame at the 
cost of shame of Christ is to pay too 
high a price. 

We grow strong by seeing right when 
it is confused, and doing it when it is 
difficult. 

We do not escape God’s judgment by 
evading His will. 

New York Ciry. 








Children at Home | 





The Star Club 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


VERY member of the Club received 
a letter yesterday which said, 
Meet me at the Windmill 
at eight o’clock sharp. 
Sadalsuud, 
The Luckiest of the Lucky. 


None of us had ever heard of Mr. 
Sadalsuud, but, of course, we all wanted 
to meet such a lucky person. So right 
after dinner the grown-ups and the lit- 
tle-ups from all the houses on Went- 
worth Farm walked in the dark through 
the garden and down the pasture-hill 
to the edge of the woods where the 
Windmill stood by the spring. That 
night there was no wind, and its great 
wheel stood still or just made a mourn- 
ful creaking noise as it half turned high 
in the air. It looked kind of creepy up 
there all black against the sky, and the 
little-ups were quite glad they had 
brought their grown-ups along. We all 
went around by the door which opened 
into the Windmill, It was closed and 
locked. Just as the great Drexel clock 
across the valley chimed eight, it sud- 
denly opened and who should be there 
but the Captain! 

The little-ups hollered like anything 
and made a rush at him, but he wouldn’t 
let any one in until they gave the coun- 
tersign, which was “Sadalsuud.” Most 
of the little-ups said “Saddle-suds,” but 


| he let them pass anyway. Then we all 


climbed around and around and up and 
up a winding stairway and up and up 
and up rickety ladders, until suddenly 
the Captain popped open a trap-door and 
there we all were on a platform a hun- 
dred feet above the ground, with the 
big black wheel just over us, and above 
that a whole skyful of stars. 

It was a wonderful place for star- 
gazing, with no trees or buildings to 
get in the way. Every one said how 
smart and clever the Captain was to 
think of it. He said he couldn’t help it, 
he was just born that way. Then we 
looked around for Mr. Lucky Saddle- 
suds, and what do you suppose—he was 
just an old star! 

First the Captain showed us near the 


‘middle of the sky the great Square of 


Pegasus, which is made up of four 
bright stars. The Captain said that 
Pegasus was a white-winged horse that 
was born when the blood of Medusa 
touched the water as Perseus skimmed 
over the ocean wearing his winged shoes 


and bearing the dripping head of the | 


Gorgon. Years afterwards Bellerophon 
caught Pegasus with a magic bridle, and 
rode him when he killed the Chimera. 
The member from, New York looked 
at the Square carefully and said that it 
didn’t look much like a horse, and that 


it was probably the box-stall in which | 


Pegasus lived, and that to-night he was 
out in pasture. 

Just below the Square the Captain 
pointed out a “Y” whose _ top-bars 
curved over. One of the little-ups said 
that he guessed that Perseus had been 


a Yale man and had probably won his 
“y” in track-athletics with his winged 
shoes and that was the “Y.” The Cap- 
tain, however, told us that Perseus him- 
self was in another part of the sky still 
carrying that Gorgon’s head, and that 
the “Y” was really a big curly-eared 
water-jar such as they used in old 
times, and was a part of the constella- 
tion Aquarius, the Water Carrier. He 
is pouring water from the jar right into 
the mouth of the Southern Fish, which 
is~marked by Fomalhaut, one of the 
first magnitude stars. The Captain 
showed us how the right-hand side of 
the Square pointed directly down to- 
wards Fomalhaut, which lies low on the 
horizon. He said that Fomalhaut was 
one of the four Royal Stars and is the 
King of the North. 

One of the grown-ups said that he 
had climbed miles and miles up into the 
air and risked his life to meet Sadal- 
suud, and that he wasn’t going to be 
satisfied with any Fomalhauts' or 
Southern Fishes or Winged Horses. 
So the Captain showed us first a star in 
a line and to the right. of the middle 
star of the “Y.” There was Sadal- 
melik, or the Luck-Star of Kings, and 
it marked one of the shoulders of the 
Carrier. The member from New York 
said that Sadalmelik was wasting his 
time shining over the United States 
where there weren’t any such things as 
kings. Another grown-up, who is in 
politics, said that we’s better let Sadal- 
melik shine on for there were bosses. 

“Now,” said the Captain, “are you all 
ready?” We said we were. So he told 
us to hold our breath and make a wish 
whiie he showed us Sadalsuud, the 
Luckiest of the Lucky. It was only a 
faint star farther over on the right and 
below Sadalmelik. The Captain took so 
long pointing it out that we all had to 
breathe. Then he told us if our 
wishes didn’t come true it was our own 
fault. Sadalsuud and he-had done all 
they could for us. 

The Wellesley grown-up, who hadn’t 
held her breath at all, toid us that she 
had read that Aquarius was called 
Ku-ur-ku the Lord of Canals by the 
Akkadians who lived’ before even Baby- 
lon was built. The Captain said that 
he didn’t remember that far back, but 
that the Egyptians used to believe that 
the rising of the Nile came when 
Aquarius set in the sky and sank his 
huge water-jar in the river to fill it. 
The New York member said that Sad- 
alsuud and Sadalmelik and Fomalhaut 
were bad enough, but he drew the line 
at trying to remember Ku-ur-ku. The 
Wellesley grown-up was quite mad, but 
the Captain changed the subject by tell- 
ing us that the star at the center of the 
water-jar was unnamed, but was almost 
exactly on the line of the sky-equator 
which runs over our earth equator. 

The last star he showed us was the 
Snake-Star Sadachbia, the Lucky Star 
of Creeping Things, which was in the 
base of the “Y.” The Captain ex- 
plained to the little-ups, as we all 
climbed down to the ground, that in the 
old days people believed more in luck 
than in work. Since then it has been 
discovered that working and helping 
will do more for a grown-up or a little- 
up than any star that ever shone. 

HAverForD, Pa. 
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dents. By Harry Edwards Bartow. 
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For EACH MONTH of 1917 the. book offers 
ble suggestions ‘on how to conduct the 

} school, giving an order of service, a monthly 

| theme, and hints for the workers’ neeting. 

| For EACH SunpDaAy it provides an outline for 
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80 to 100 Words a Minute 


Guaranteed ! 
Learn at Home, 10 Easy Lessons 


A wonderful new method of a 
writer has been discovered. 

revolutionized the whole typewriting situation. Already 
thousands of stenographers and other typewriter users 


uiring skill on the ty 


Imost overnight it has 


who never ex 30 to 40 words a minute are writing 
80 to 100 words with half the oBurt fad with infinitely 
greater accuracy than they ever could before, and they're 
earning salaries increased in proportion. 


Nothing Else Like It 


Don't confuse this new way in typewriting with any 
system of the past. ‘here has never been anythin 
like it before. It is as different from the old touc 
systems as day is from night. Specia rym nastic 
Finger-Training Exercises bring results in days that 
ordinary methods wili not uce in months. It is 
the greatest step in typewriting since the typewriter 
itself was invented—already its success has become 
nation-wide. 


Doubles and Trebles Salaries 


Among the thousands of operators who have taken up 
this system are hundreds of graduates of business col- 
leges and special typewriting courses—many were so- 
called touch writers—yet there has not been a single 
one who hasn't doubled or his or her speed 
and accuracy, and the salaries have been increased 
from $8 to $15 a week (their former pay) to $25, $30 and 
even g40 weekly. And the New Way is amasing/y 
easy for anyone—there are only ten lessons and they 
can be quickly learned at home. 


Valuable Book Free . ; 
We cannot describe herecthe secret principle ot this 
new method. But we have prepa a book which 
tells all about it in complete detail, which is free to 
those interested. It is a big page book, brimful of 
eye-opening ideas and valuable information. It ex- 
plains how this unique new method will quickly make 
your fingers strong and dexterous, bring them under 
perfect control, make them extremely rapid in their 
movements—how in a few short weeks you can trans- 
form your typewriting and make it easy, accurate and 
amasingly speedy—all this and much more is told in 
detai,. © instruction book ever written, no matter 
what it cost, ever told so plainly the real WHY and 
HOW.) of expert typewriting. 
If you are ambitious to get ahead, if you want to make 
your work easier—if you want to put more money in 
your pay envelope—get this book at once It will a 
revelation to you as to the speed and sadary that are 
—_ to typists. Mail the Coupon on a postal to- 

ay —now. 


= —USE THIS FOR BIGGER PAY... . .. 


The Tulloss School of Typewriting 
6612 College Hill, Springfield, Ohio 
Please send me your Free Book about the New 
Way in ‘Typewritifg. This incurs no obligation 
whatever on my part. 
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densed thought, concise exp per 
tinent illustration and spiritual appeal. 
FLEMING H. COMPANY 


‘CENTS IS ALL 


it will cost you to secure a copy of 


THE CHRISTIAN WORKERS 
MAGAZINE. Writeustoday. Better 
yet, send us 25c for three months trial and 
secure the December number, containing the followin 
articles amo: others: “Who Is Jesus C st?’ “Car 
va. ritual Mind;” “God-and One Man.” 
HE OHRISTIAN ORKERS MAGAZINE 

165@ Institute Place CHICAGO 
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Books Worth Noting | 





Owlet Library consists of ten lit- 
tle volumes, each illustrated with twenty- 
four colored pictures, in the form of 
pasters, ready for the children to paste 
on proper e, which contains a 
little note descri ing the picture. Among 
the subjects treated in the booklets are 
birds, fish, flowers, wild beasts, tame 
animals, Mother Gocse rhymes and fairy 
(Picture Paster Publishing Com- 
pany, 1 Union Square, North, New 

ork City, $1 net for the set.) 


The Know-About Library is another 
set of little volumes designed especially 
for children with colored picture stamps 
to be pasted in. This set consists of 
twenty volumes and covers the same 
sort of subjects as the Owlet Library, 
noted above, with some additional sub- 
jects such as babies of different na- 
tions, Indian tribes of North America, 
farming in many tands. Each little vol- 
ume consists of twelve illustrations with 
the descriptions, and is made up not in 
the form of a regular booklet but in 
different odd shapes, with brilliantly 
colored covers illustrating the subject 
of the booklet. (E. P. Dutton and 
Company, 681 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City, 10 cents each, $2 for the set.) 


Wild Animal Stamp Primer (lIllus- 
trated with photographs taken in the 
New York Zoological Park).—Some 
fifty animal stories written especially 
for children are told by one who knows 
children and who knows the animals. 
The stories are illustrated by carefully 
colored reproductions from unusually 
good animal photographs, and the infor- 
mation given in the stories has been 
carefully reviewed by the director of the 
New York Zoological Park, and can be 
relied upon as authentic. The colored 
stamp illustrations are furnished in a 
book, ready 


of _ the 

ge pasting in their proper 

position by the child. It is a little book 

for a combination study and play hour 

that parents and teachers will welcome. 

(H. R. Mitchell, New York Zoological 

Park, New York City, 85 cents, postage 
7 cents.) 


Jesus Christ, the Unique Revealer of 
God (By Joseph T. Gibson, D.D.).— 
Dr. Gibson has provided an admirable 
Life of Christ for ordinary Bible read- 
ers who wish to know as much as possi- 
ble of the story found in the Gospels. 
While written in the full light of the 
best and latest criticism, it is neverthe- 
less true to the Gospels as they stand, 


and to the human yet superhuman, su-. 


pernatural yet natural life of our Lord. 
Each chapter gives the references from 
the Gospels, and if these are studied 
section by section under Dr. Gibson’s 


guidance the result will be both intel- 


lectually and spiritually profitable. For 
educated young people especially, this 
book will prove of great service. It is 
well written, marked both by thought 
and devotion, and provides all that can 
be reasonably expected or desired by 
ordinary Bible students and readers. It 
is so good-and so well adapted for popu- 
lar use that the presence of errors in 
printing is to be deplored. These are 
some that should beecorrected in another 
edition which it is hoped will soon be 
needed: Gerazim, and whey (for why), 
Nicodemous, Nison, Thompson (for 
Thomson), Julius (for Julias), Jensus 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.50 net.) 


Poems (By Carl Spencer).—Some 
years have elapsed since the death of 
Miss Caroline Spencer, better known by 
her pen-name “Carl Spencer”; her 
poems are now collected by her sur- 
viving sister. In her last year she con- 
tributed verse to The Sunday School 
Times. She hvuids a place of her own 
in religious poetry, if not on a level 
with Lucy Larcom, Susan Coolidge, and 
Helen® Hunt Jackson, yet not far below 
them. Her verse is tender, hopeful, 


thoughtful, interwoven with the great 
Christian 


verities, and illuminative of 
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their relations with nature. Among’ 
those which have left. a mark upon 
thoughtful readers may be named the 
poems beginning : : 
“God hath. so many ships upon the 
sea.” 
“The dying year grows strangely 
mild.” 


“My days are as the grass.” 

“Low to myself I said the word.” 

“He walked in the earth and the 
heaven.” 


(The Gorham Press, Boston, Mass., 
$1.50.) 


" 

Signing On (By J. Kennedy Maclean). 
—Nowhere but in the religious press 
does the ordinary reader get news of 
the most beneficent issue of the war: 
the multitudes of men who are accept- 
ing Jesus 4s their Saviour and who, un- 
der less harrowing circumstances, were 
apparently outside that hope. In an 
unpretentious. British fashion, which 
only renders its extraordinary news 
more graphic, this record of a year’s 
work of the famous “Pocket Testament 
League” pictures men in throngs accept- 
ing Christ through this agency. It re- 
veals camps cleaned of blasphemy as by 
la blessed wind, it tells of the surety of 
the men that they are “not alone” in the 
trenches, and it makes its strange plea 
that, after supplying 48,000 Testaments, 
British soldiers, asking to join this 
League, ‘are being turned away because 
of lack of funds to supply the Bibles. 
This is a far more important charity 
than food or clothing, or even than the 
Red Cross. (Marshall Brothers, Lon- 
don, 1s net.) 


The Boy Scouts’ Year Book (Edited 
by Walter C. McGuire and Franklin K. 
Mathiews).—Everything has been left 
out of this book that would not interest 
a boy, and most of the eight million 
boys of Scout age in the United States, 
to whom the book is dédicated, would 
vote that nearly everything that does 
interest a boy has been included. There 
are stories about animals,~birds; “bugs, 
forest fires, boys in the Orient, scouting 
in the old buffalo days, and many other 
stories of the boy kind. All the. facts 
about the great out-of-doors that Scouts 





and boys that are not Scouts ought to 
| know about, come in for attention. 
| Pioneering Stunts by Boy Scouts and 
“Good Turns for their Town” are pic- 
tured and described, while such things 
as patriotism, and the more serious side 
of school life, are not forgotten. It is 
a big volume and a varied one, with 
its stories, articles, and _ illustrations 
taken largely from Boys’ Life, the 
magazine of the Scouts, and should de- 
light any boy. There is but little em- 
phasis on the spiritual in the book, 
though there is no reason why it should 
not be skilfully included in such a vol- 
ume. No Scouting, for instance, could 
be more thrilling than the winning of 
other boys to Christ as their Saviour. 
(D. Appleton and Company, 29 West 
Thirty-second Street, New York City, 
$1.50.) 
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Every Teacher 
finds that the “‘ SELECT 
NOTES” quickly. fur- 
nishes just the facts, - 
needed to make the les- 
son interest every scholar. 


Send for Sample Pages 


PRICE 
$1.15 net; $1.25 delivered 


W. A. Wilde Company 


120 Boylston Street, Boston 
Rand-McNally Bidg., Chicago 
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RECORD WitxivENveLore system 


SYSTEM 
THREE SIZES, net $1.50— 32.00 - $3.50 


returnable of this Record 

be-sent for wing- 
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Correspondence Bible School 


Covering the Bible in three years 
Rev.. A. B. SIMPSON, DIRECTOR 

Price, $5.00 nd year or so cents per month. This 
Course emphasizes the spiritual teaching of the 
Holy Scriptures along the line of Deeper Christian 
Life, practical faith in the supernatural, and the 
Lord’s Premillennial Coming. Students may be- 

in at any time. Send stamp for full 
692 Eighth Avenue - . 
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J. B. SANDERS & CO. 








KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE BIBLE 


Just the Book You Have Been Looking For 


A concentration of Bible Knowledge. 
leading authorities of the world have been consulted 
and quoted. A book that is impossible for you - 
to be without, if you want real knowledge of 


knowledge in one hour than you can get in months 


SENT FREE—MAIL COUPON 


2891 Erie Ave., Hyde Park, Cincinnati,Ohio 


Fifty of the 
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having this book in your — 
can get more real 2801 Erie Ave. 
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Gentlemen— ‘ 
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“Krowledge of the Bible 
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